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 #196 March 26, 1792 Letter from Joseph Dickinson to Lane Son & Fraser reporting fire 
on Lane property that destroyed dwellings 

 

 

Beverly Park  3d Mo 26th 1792
 
Respected Friends 
Lane Son & Fraser 
 
Charles Fisher the Tenant at Edstone was with me yesterday and 
informs me that by the carelessness of his Opposite Neighbor 
throwing some hot Ashes upon the Dunghill which set fire to the 
straw and communicating with the Beast House Barn & they were 
soon reduced to a heap of ruins Four cows a stirk & 7 pigs were 
destroyed and the wind blowing hard from the south carried the 
fire across the street to Ch. Fishers House which was soon burnt 
to the ground with the stable and buildings by which misfortune 
he lost about 50 Quarters of oats some wheat and most of his 
Household Furniture and is now destitute of Harbour for himself 
and family but as he is beholden to a Neighbour a Widow Woman 
who was kind enough to leave her house and go to her son that he 
and his family might live there untill some convenience can be 
made for them again. Notwithstanding every possible escertion 
[?] was made to preserve the buildings It was impossible, the fire 
raged with such fury that the whole bulding of which were very 
bad was consumed in about half an hour. This is a very 
unfortunate accident but I believe not at allowing to any neglect 
of the tenant as I am in formed by a person of credit who 
accompanyed him hither. 
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I apprehend it will cost about £200 to repair this loss but believe it 
will not be necessary for the owners to be at the whole as the 
Tenant is willing to give them all the assistance he well can. Shall 
be much obliged for your advice herein and what you think will 
be best to be done. There don’t seem to be time to consult the 
Owners as it is necessary to come to some determination soon on 
acct of the Tenant being destitute of a Habitation. Your speedy 
answer and advise in these unfortunate affair will much oblige. 

Your Assured Friend
Joseph Dickinson

 
 
[Addressed on front to Messrs Lane Son & Fraser     Merchants  
London] 
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