The Lane Family Papers

Bedford Historical Society

#2111 No date Response of Town of Billerica to General Court request to review a
petition before them
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We whose names are under writ “inhabittants of Billerica who
formerly petitioned the honored general Court for their advise
about our undecided land & lately receiving a notification from
the house of representatives to give in our reasons (if any we
had) why their petition should not be granted & [?afastly]

We never objected against what had bene acted by the generall
Court or if it may please the house to admit a further hearing it
is that we readily comply with all & would readily joined with
them & other of our inhabitants provided they they would have
set down these by. but openly declare they had the comon Law
to stand by them & Where as they assert they enjoyed they land
peaseably & in Comon untill the were disturbed by C.L. &
others. who had him selfe with severall others praid for sum
concideration in there undivided land that had with others borne
up eaquall with & above severall of the proprieators but was
denied by their own note. How was it then Comon or a cording
to the grant of it. & where as it is asserted a cording to out first
[?a] grement we anser our first agreement to allter our way of
rating was to be the one halfe by privelege & the other by stock
and state when the town should so reson to divide. selib 1
page

& it is asserted the practis of the Towns about us. We do not
know that either Andover or Chelmsford hath yet divided & as
it is aserted & semeed to be put on us as if that that strip & wast
was made of wood & timber of on our Commons by carying out
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of Town [? & sterns] knows very well. that ye strip & spoils
was made by [?some] that call them selved propriators.

& as to the wrong done to father by Children by ye last act. for
that it hath bene solved a mong our selvs.

& where as it is asserted they are deprived of the liberty of
[?princlede] of ye law we humbly conceive our Town grant was
not only up to the petitioners but unto other “proprieters
inhabitants for the in couragement of ye planters & is here as it
1s aserted that the non propriatorsso called or the former
petitioners never paid one penny to wards the purseuing of
these
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lands or any charges about the same. We humbly conceive that

] ot [’ {4 .‘ 1: R & 0 . 11

aniy any v abenk FE 8 L & t/ & I (s severa (4]

: {:ML e ,,mi,jé?cmh sans. sfthis,? wﬁ_":;_ Vo the general Courts records Qf the grants of land for y .
2 Cont ompntofaplakabizhr SgtK ancéi)/Heom: o heve it 0 encouragement of a plantation hath enabled them. Where with

Fo prare 1By ool © “?"1’53“'_ e genst ?“"*ﬂ*" s 2 owm | . .
g ol ,@Lbjf hen H. ;u- el {;Hﬁ aBowon Day granks ;lbé- :{;c. ~ all to purchas & that the first grant o the Town of billerika when
b yien i zeon: K la B geopribon & o dadibonts s the priveledge of a town was granted & the name given the

Town it was to the propriators & inhabitants efy*
wﬁ.e.u; ag o= /mm_ ,U_L“‘c)“ 1.!:\('171;

L n &4 ". rm-_
'’ “{l‘(fﬂk"-f ;,r' i | . . . . .
f«s-wﬁ‘af« m{m sy s (A ch’l ?*"‘m't st mat¢. - Where as we have received a notification to give in our reasons

e Fliat g a -’??H“"r f-‘: Tda ey { . . . . « .
T u;;" ‘f;‘i"f’;“ e iaees R 55 #H if any we had by the time appointed why this peticion should
e e Sendil G ... notbe granted & a further hearing upon the matter referred to

Cobion- fo qmrc it Lingony f |
f

L ke, RS . .
,,ﬁr. T AT e ‘S.n_ oo ,‘,L"’:";;f“’ bhe fne 0t therein we answer that it hath pleased the general Court all
5 ,:tg:;; L c_::‘;f"[ f‘:‘:,‘ fﬁc IHM&S ::' ﬁf::h“ ready to hear & debate upon the case & have determined the
Z:T;Lf:.fﬁ ?ﬁam:nﬁh mfkw?f’..: o ey ,_ﬁ-jw ot - ::m,x?j;s‘ same & we have sat down there with.
4 : : "¢t 7 & when the present pitioners propounded to renew the same &
' | to bring the case againe to an after hearing at a publick meting
- : | by an--- after piticion to the generall Court it was propounded

{  whither they would sit down by the act of the generall Court.
. their answer imployed a cording as the result might be
{ otherwise they had the Common Law to stand by them.

© 2009 Bedford Historical Society, Bedford MA. All rights reserved



