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Founded in 1893

The Bedford Flag, the oldest 
existing flag in the United 
States. On view at the Bedford 
Library.

Saturday Dec. 13th

For Our Members

It's the holiday season and the date for the 
Bedford Historical Society's Holiday Party 
has now been set!
 The Society's popular Holiday 
Party will be held this year on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, from 3 – 6 pm at the home of 
long-time Society members Judy and Nat 
Brown, 10 Sorens Way in Bedford, which 
is a residential street (with plenty of 
parking) off of Hartwell Rd.  Please mark 
your calendars!
 The party will offer a wonderful 
opportunity to see the Brown's spacious 
house -- which will be beautifully 
decorated for the holiday season, and to 
socialize with Society members.  Past 
parties have brought out nearly 60 Society 
members, and everyone has had a great 
time enjoying each other's company and 
the vast array of appetizers brought by 
Society members.
 Couples or singles coming to the 
party are asked to bring an hors d'oeuvre to 
share with other Society members.  The 
Society will provide Fred and Mary 
Hafer's famous “naughty” (alcoholic) 
punch, and Marion Bryan will serve her 
renowned “nice” (non-alcoholic) punch!  
Coffee will also be available.
 Society members who do NOT 
have email will receive a telephone call 

HOLIDAY SALE!
Saturday, Nov. 29, 2014 – 9AM to 5 PM
Freight House – Depot Park

On the Saturday after Thanksgiving, 
November 29, 2014, a giant Holiday Sale will 
take place in the Freight House at Depot Park.  
That day is recognized as “Small Business 
Saturday”, when shoppers are encouraged to 
support their local stores.  
 All merchandise will be discounted by 
10% on that day by the Friends of Bedford 
Depot Park, Bedford Historical Society and 
Bedford Minuteman Company, who all 
encourage you to come and find historic 
Bedford gifts for your family and friends.  

Our newest: a beautiful RED 
ORNAMENT

Visitors to the Freight House will find a wide 
variety of Bedford-related merchandise that is 
sold by the sponsoring organizations - Flags, 
clothing, DVD’s, books, maps, toys, etc.  
New Society items include:
 - Unbreakable bright red Christmas 
ornaments decorated with the Bedford Flag 
logo, packaged in individual boxes; and,
 - Coffee mugs, 16 oz., maroon and also 
decorated with the Bedford Flag.

Also new: a 16 oz  Coffee Mug

Holiday Party

3 - 6 pm 10 Sorens Way Bedford

“Chestnuts roasting on an open fire. 

 Jack Frost nipping on your nose.  

Yuletide carols being sung by a choir

And folks dressed up like Eskimos.” 

reminding them about the party and bringing an appetizer; those on the 
Society's email list will receive email notices, only.  Members willing to 
make telephone calls a week to 10 days before the party are asked to 
contact Carol Amick at carol.amick@verizon.net or 781-275-5278.
 The Society thanks Judy and Nat for volunteering their home for 
this occasion.  In past years, they also have hosted the party at New 
England Nurseries.        

Visitors can also enjoy free coffee on that 
day. The Freight House, at 11-20 South 
Road, will be open from 9 AM to 5 PM on 
Saturday.  This is a one-time opportunity for 
real bargains that you won't want to miss!

And don’t forget: we have the 
12x12” Bedford Flag - a 
perfect gift for anyone!Don Corey, president



Bedford 

Timeline

Continued

1857 - First town 
map w/ streets & 
property owners

1873 - Middlesex 
Central R.R. 
extended fr. 

Lexington - Bedford

1874 - Civil War 
monument dedicated 

in Shawsheen 
Cemetary
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Bedford in World War 1

Celebrating 70 years of selling the freshest eggs in Bedford!

www.chipinfarm.com

Chip-in Farm
201 Hartwell Road, Bedford, MA - 781-275-2545

th This year marks the 100  anniversary of the outbreak of World War I.  Although the United States delayed its 
entry into the war, many of its citizens served and contributed greatly to the war's final outcome.  In its aftermath 
came such classic writing as Ernest Hemingway's “A Farewell to Arms” and Eric Maria Remarque's antiwar novel, 
“All Quiet on the Western Front”.  
 Although not as widely read but distinguished by the fact it is the only hard cover-bound annual report ever 
published by the Town of Bedford, the 1927 Annual Report is interesting reading.  It contains the War Supplement, 
“Bedford in the World War – An Account of the Part Played by the Citizens of the Town of Bedford Military and 
Civilian in the Great War with Germany 1917-1919”.  Charles W. Jenks, then owner of Fitch Tavern, collected the 
experiences of the soldiers and the town's activities.  It includes descriptions of the three Bedford men who died in 
that war and for whom the American Legion Anthony-Hunt-Hamilton Post is named.

Stanley Thomas Anthony enlisted in the Navy as an Ordinary Seaman in April 1910 at age 17.  After 
stattending Radio School, he became a 1  Class Radio Electrician.  He served on various ships, finally serving 

on the destroyer USS Chauncey.  It was escorting the transport Rose in a war zone without running lights 
when it was cut in two in a collision of the two vessels in November 1917, with the loss of 21 men including 
Anthony.

Hugh Hunt enlisted in the Army 1915 at age 17, and saw service at the Mexican border in 1916.  His regiment 
went overseas in September 1917.  Hugh was wounded in action by a German sniper in February 1918 and 
died of his wounds.  He was the youngest Bedford soldier to die – being 19 years of age at his death. 

William Walter Hamilton enlisted in the Marines in 1899 at age 18.  He served in the Spanish-American War, 
China Relief Expedition, Philippines and the Mexican border.  He went oversea in June 1917 as a Gunnery 
Sergeant in the Marine Brigade.  He was wounded at Belleau Woods in June 1918 and was killed on 
November 2, 1918, just days before the war’s end

The World War I Memorial Boulder on the Town Common contains the names of all the Bedford men and women 
who served in that war.  The War Supplement from the 1927 Annual Report has been republished by the Bedford 
Historical Society and is available either at the Freight House or through the Society's office.

Pleas mark your calendar for these upcoming 
events.

Wednesday evening, Feb. 25, 2015
Wednesday evening, March 25, 2015: 
Sunday afternoon, April 26, 2015:   
Tuesday evening, May 26, 6 pm:  

Don Corey

1833 - Unitarian & Trintarian religious 
societies in Bedford separate



1891 - Union School 
(now Town Center)

1893 - BHS 
est. by A.E. Brown

& others

1900 - Electric trolley 
extended from Boston 

- Bedford

1903 - First electric 
streetlights on Main 
St. - now Great Rd
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Thank you for your continued support.
Renewals Oct/Nov Dononations

To be 

continued

Angelo Colao
Peter & Isabel Meyer
Jan van Steenwijk

David & Virginia Packer
Dan Smythe & Gaye Carpenter
Paul & Wendy Ciaccia
John & Fay Russo
Mark & Lisa Witte
Gloria Moll
Ruth McDade
Donald Brown
Bob & Debra Parkhurst

Peter & Isabel Meyer
Bill & Rosalie Kelleher
Jennifer Griffin
Irving & Jean Smith
Jan Kalb
Laura & Edward Bensley
Stanley Wentworth
Kelly Craven
John & Bonnie Croteay

Arthur & Marietta Ellis
David Fitch
Brown & Lois Pulliam
Maggie Debbie & Vito LaMura
Judith & James Brunner
 Bob Bass & Lee Vorderer
Ann Seamans
Paul Hill

 The Society also received donations of several artifacts from a daughter of 
Paul Little.  Paul, who passed away earlier this year, owned Shawsheen River Farm 
on Old Billerica Road.  He later turned the property into a golf club and winter ski 
area before it ultimately became Bedfordshire Condominiums.  Paul also served as 
Bedford's Sealer of Weights and Measures from the 1950s to the 1980s.  The 
donations include a 15-gallon milk can from his Shawsheen River Farm dairy 
operations and a 5-gallon Testing Measure from his duties as Sealer.  Both are 
valuable additions to those respective collections.   
 Vern Rivet gave the Society a book containing more information on the 
Curtiss Airfield that existed in South Bedford after the First World War and which 
predated Hanscom Field by decades.

Wilson Mill on Vine Brook

1877 - First narrow 
gauge R.R. in U.S. betw. 

Bedford & Billerica

They keep adding to the Bedford Historical Society’s Archives...

 In September we noted the addition to our Community Organizations collection of DVDs documenting the 
history of Girl Scouting in Bedford.  Along with scrapbooks, photos and other records, we have been given a 
glockenspiel, a drum, patches, sheet music and uniforms worn by the Bedford Girl Scouts Bell Band that performed 
at Disneyworld and elsewhere.  Our thanks to Mrs. Margot Iwanchuk, great grand niece of the founders of the Girl 
Scouts of America, Juliette Gordon Low and curator for the Bedford Girl Scouts, for these wonderful gifts.

 The Society is also grateful for the donation by 
Bea Brown of 2 paintings done by Edwin Champney 
probably in the late 1800s.  One is of the Wilson Mill on 
Vine Brook, and it is the best image of the mill that is 
known to exist.  The other painting is of a homestead 
with chickens feeding in the front yard, but the 
homestead's exact location is not known at this time.  
Edwin Champney was a prominent local artist, and 
these valuable paintings are greatly appreciated.

Early Curtiss airplanes that probably 
used the airfield
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Yearbook & Bylaws
The Society's 2014-2015 Yearbook and 
revised Bylaws recently arrived from the 
printers. Copies are available in the Society's 
office.

Mourning Biscuits
[Space limitations prevented us from including this in the October newsletter, but 

it appears now as a post-Halloween treat.]

 Commemorative eating and drinking customs originated 
almost as soon as our ancestors began to ceremonially bury their 
dead.  "Funeral biscuits" were baked in medieval Europe, and were 
thought to help mourners absorb the essence of their lost loved one.  
By the 18th century, the practice was refined into an offering of 
"burying biscuits" sealed in printed-paper and passed out to funeral 
attendees as a memento.  
 As seen in these accompanying photos of biscuit wrappers 
recently added to the Society collection through a donation from the 
Lane family, these wrappers were printed with coffins, skulls & 
bones, death figures and verses related to the inevitability of death.  
 Notes accompanying these wrappers show that they were 
printed for the funerals of at least 8 Lane family members during the 

th18  century.
This wrapper was apparently a Lane favorite and was 

ordered for multiple funerals.

This wrapper was ordered for John Lane’s 
funeral in 1728

Another page from the 
book about the Curtiss 
airfield in Bedford - see 
page 3 for more info.

Below is the second painting 
donated by Bea Brown - if you 
know where this house might 

have been - please let us know. 
See page 3 for more info.

From our archives


