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Marion Bryan introduces the rising generation to the joy of skittles at a busy Bedford Day celebration, 2008

Our next meeting:  
A British Soldier 
in the American 
Revolution 

We’ve all heard “our” side of 
the story. What was it like for the 
other side? Historical interpreter 

Guy Morin, playing the part of a uniformed British 
regular, will explain what it was like to fight in 
defense of the Crown. What you hear may surprise 
you. 

Free and open to all. Bring your friends! 
 

Wednesday, October 22, 7:30 PM 
 First Church of Christ, Congregational 

25 The Great Road, Bedford 
 

Please visit our web site: www.bed fordmah i s to ry .o rg  



The Preservationist October 2008 

The Preservationist is published seven times yearly 
for the purpose of sharing topics of interest for the 
education and enjoyment of the Society’s members 
and the community in general. Comments, 
suggestions and contributions of relevant articles are 
welcome and should be addressed to: Editor, The 
Preservationist, 2 Mudge Way, Bedford MA 01730. 
Alethea “Lee” Yates, Editor 
(781) 275-3294 (home) 
(781) 275-7276 (BHS office) 
Email: bedford-history@usa.net 

Bedford Historical Society, 2008-2009 

Officers 
Alethea Yates, President 
Jan van Steenwijk, Vice President 
Phyllis Cooke, Secretary 
Don Corey, Treasurer 

Directors 
Don Corey (‘09) 
Miriam Brown (‘09) 
Jan van Steenwijk (‘09) 
Marion Bryan (‘10) 
Marietta Ellis (‘10) 
Donald Jenkins (‘10) 
Doris Crowell (‘11) - Board Co-chair 
Neil Leary (‘11) 
Judie Toti (‘11) - Board Secretary 
Carol Amick (‘12) 
Norman Toti (‘12) 
Julie Turner (‘12) - Board Co-chair 

Committees 
Activities: TBD 
BOD Liaison to Executive Board: Doris Crowell, Julie 
Turner  
Hospitality: Marietta Ellis 
Sales Manager: TBD 
Newsletter Editor: Alethea Yates 
Nominating: 
 Wilma Johnson (appointed by Executive Board, ‘08) 
 Carol Amick (appointed by Membership, ‘09) 
 Julie Turner (appointed by President, ‘10) 
Program: Cecile Walker 
Publicity: Bea Brown, Cecile Walker 
Sunshine: Sharon McDonald 
Welcoming: Lois Jenkins 
Finance Committee: 
 Doris Crowell, Julie Turner (Board Co-chairs) 
 Don Corey (Treasurer) 
 Neil Leary (‘09) 
 Frank Gicca (‘10) 
 Don Jenkins (‘11) 
 Alethea Yates (BHS President) 

New members 
We are delighted to welcome a fine crop of new 

members this month: 
Ann and Jeb Brack 

Terry Mallett 
James A. Burton 

Patricia Pelligrini 
Linda Wollenberg 

We’re always thrilled to find kindred spirits who 
enjoy Bedford’s history as much as we do. Welcome, 
all! 

 

 
One young lady puts her face through a cutout of the 
Concord Minuteman as her friend takes a cell phone 
photo. Bedford Day, 2008 

Archives hours 
Our room in the Stearns building (a.k.a. the Police 
Station building) at 2 Mudge Way is usually open at 
the following times: 

Monday, 9 to 12 and 1 to 5  
Tuesday, 9 to 1  -  Wednesday, 9 to 1 

Other times by appointment. It’s best to phone 
ahead before you stop by because we do step out 
for errands now and then. Please call our NEW 
PHONE NUMBER, 781-275-7276. 
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Coming events 
Shawsheen Cemetery tour 

The older portion of the Shawsheen Cemetery was 
recently nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. The final resting place of many Bedford 
citizens from 1849 onward, this tranquil grove is 
usually overlooked as a historic site. The Bedford 
Historical Society will present a guided history tour on 
Saturday, October 24 at 2 PM (rain date Sunday the 
25th). Meet at the Shawsheen Road entrance. Free and 
open to all. For information, call 781-275-7276. 

Bedford History 101 
Do you feel that the basics of Bedford’s rich 

history have passed you by? You chance to brush up is 
coming soon. Society president Lee Yates will present 
a course called “Stories of Bedford” on Thursday, 
November 13, 6:30 to 8:30. This one-nighter is offered 
through the Bedford Learning Connection. To register, 
go to www.bedfordlearningconnection.org, or call  
781-275-6562. 

Ready to unplug? 
On Tuesday, November 12, the whole town will 

unplug ourselves from our usual concerns and 
diversions to spend some family time together. By 
community consensus there will be no homework, no 
school sports, and no meetings of town committees 
that night. Will you be ready to take advantage of this 
all-too-rare opportunity? 

Bedford Youth and Family Services sponsors a 
month of family activities, not only for Unplugged 
night but for the entire month of November. Go to 
www.town.bedford.ma.us/youth/UnpluggedNov08I
nfo.pdf for details. 

If you would like more ideas for good old-
fashioned family fun, we can help! Go to our web site, 
www.bedfordmahistory.org, and click the Store 
button to take a look at our Kid Stuff - traditional toys, 
plus books on all sorts of early American crafts and 
activities. If shopping on the web is not your style, call 
us at 781-275-7276 and we’ll help you get ready for an 
evening of vintage fun. 

 

Membership Application 
and Renewal Form 

 
Dues (please check one): 

__ Student: $3.00 
__ Individual: $10.00 
__ Couple or Family: $15.00 
__ Supporting or Business: $50.00 
__ Patron: $250.00 
__ Life – Individual: $150.00 
__ Life – Couple: $200.00 

 
Name: ____________________________  

Address: __________________________  

__________________________________  

City:______________________________  

State: __________________  Zip: ______  

Phone: ____________________________  

Email: ____________________________  
 
 

Donation 
I would like to contribute the following 
amount to aid the Society: $ ____________  

 

Total enclosed: $ ___________________   

Bedford Historical Society, Inc. 
2 Mudge Way, Bedford MA 01730-2138 

7 8 1 - 2 7 5 - 7 2 7 6  
b e d f o r d - h i s t o r y @ u s a . n e t  
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Are your dues up to date? Please check the 
mailing label for your membership status 

 

 

 
We were proud to honor the Bedford High School students who placed first and second in the National 
History Day competition held at the University of Maryland last June. The two groups presented their 
winning entries to a delighted audience at our October meeting. 
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