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Founded in 1893

The Bedford Flag, the oldest 
existing flag in the United 
States. On view at the Bedford 
Library.

Don Corey

The Preservationist

Presidents Message

The Wheels Keep Turning!

Carol Amick

Sunday, February 19 at 2:00 pm

Congregational Church, 23 Great Road

“The Blizzard of 1978”
A program not to be missed!

2:00 pm - Refreshments, 2:30 pm - Guest Speaker

The Societies programs are free and open to 
the public

 Many of us remember the horrific, catastrophic 
nor'easter called the Blizzard of '78 which struck 
the Northeast 39 years ago.  For those with these 
recollections, as well as those who missed the 
Storm of the Century, the Bedford Historical 
Society's February program will feature photos and 
stories of this tragic natural disaster in a talk by 
Alan R. Earls, author of “Great Boston's Blizzard of 
1978.”   

 The Blizzard of '78 was so 
disastrous because the public had 
ignored predictions of a severe 
storm by area weather forecasters. 
The public was skeptical because 
of numerous previous forecasting 
errors – especially a January 1978 

prediction of rain that ended up as 21 inches of 
snow instead!   
 Because the storm did not start on Sunday 
night as forecasters predicted, thousands of people 
went to work as usual on Monday morning, Feb. 
6th.  A few snowflakes began falling around 10 am, 
but by early afternoon, snow fell thickly and 
steadily for 33 hours, bringing 2-4 feet around New 
England, killing 99 people and causing $520 
million in damage ($1.91 billion in today's terms).  
 Ferocious winds created drifts as high as 15 
feet; over 3,000 cars and 500 trucks were 
immobilized along an eight-mile stretch of Route 
128. Snow clogged tailpipes, leading to 
asphyxiation of many trapped inside.  
 Raging seas caused mountainous waves of 25-
50 feet; flood tides on the coast forced 10,000 
people into emergency shelters, and 1900 homes 
were significantly damaged.  
 In Bedford, about three feet of snow fell.  

Schools, businesses and government buildings were closed. 
Because Governor Dukakis had declared a state of 
emergency and banned cars from the roads for the 
remainder of the week, thousands walked and skied around 
quiet Bedford neighborhoods.  
 Mr. Earls, is Principal of Alan Earls and Associates, a 
firm specializing in providing editorial content and editorial 
services.  He is a writer, researcher, and business historian.  
His published writings include 11 nonfiction books and 
hundreds of articles in newspapers, magazines, specialty 
print publications and web sites.  

 While most of us enjoyed a little time off through the holidays, volunteers at 
your Historical Society office continued to work on a daily basis organizing 
collections and entering data into the computer archival files.  Sharon McDonald's 
story this month is one of the entertaining “finds”.  We also worked every week 
with the students from the Nashoba Learning Group, going through some of the 
many scrapbooks to identify each item or article by search terms and page number 
so that researchers will  finally be able to access those interesting and valuable bits 
of information in the future.
  The Society has budgeted a small amount in recent years to acquire historic 
artifacts related to Bedford.  Several interesting items that were added to our 
collections this winter are highlighted this month.  One is a World War II postcard 
from a serviceman here at the Bedford Air Base to his young son.  Others are 
photographs by Charles Hodgman of Bedford, one of the early pioneers in that 
industry during the mid 1800s, that have been added to our extensive collection of 
his work.
 We are also pleased to note that the Board of Selectmen has just approved the 
contract for a consultant to conduct the feasibility study for reestablishment of a 
town historical museum.  Funds for the study were voted at Town Meeting last year.  
The sites to be considered are the Stearns Memorial Building (now Police Station), 
Old Town Hall and Town Center.  Stay tuned!
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It was election time in 1916, and the presidential race between 
Woodrow Wilson and Charles Evans Hughes was too close to foretell. 
Bedford resident Fred F. Cook, however, was sure that his candidate, 
Hughes, would win. He and his friend Randall A. Whittier argued about it 
as they rode the Boston commuter train. Randall was just as sure that 
Wilson would be reelected.  Rashly, Cook made a bet: if Hughes didn't 
win the election, he, Cook, would harness himself up to his one horse 
shay and pull Whittier around the streets of Bedford. If Hughes did win, it 
would be Whittier who would play horse.

The presidential campaign had been intense. The Great War had 
begun in Europe, and Woodrow Wilson was promising to keep America 
out of the war. Hughes, on the other hand, wanted to prepare the United 
States to join the war.

For the first time, Bedford was going to receive the results of the 
election as quickly as they were announced. The Bedford Civic Club 

[In indexing the Charles Jenks Scrapbooks for the Society, 
Sharon McDonald found a delightful set of newspaper articles 
from the November, 1916 Bedford Enterprise. She summarizes 
them for us here:]

(Randall Whittier, president) was renting a newswire, and for the price of 25 cents, you 

could join the crowd upstairs in the Town Hall on election night and listen as the votes 
were counted across the nation. The evening would be festive as well as patriotic, for the 
Civic Club would be serving oyster stew. 

Even with the oyster stew, it was a long night, but at the end of it, Woodrow 
Wilson had won again. Fred Cook had to make good on his bet. 

Cook, a man of about fifty, worked as a salesman of paper boxes. He was also the 
captain of the Lexington/Bedford Minutemen, and a fireman. Whittier was a bit younger, 
about thirty years old, and worked as a bank teller. The whole town turned out to see the 
forfeit, and it was an unforgettable occasion. Cook took up the traces of his shay with 

Whittier aboard, and a parade worthy of the 
Fourth of July stepped off.  The Lexington 
Drum Corps set the pace, and two 
triumphant Democratic donkeys tramped 
along behind. Then fell in practically the 
entire town, carrying torches and signs 
reading “Wilson Whittier Winner.” From 
his seat in the carriage, the local winner 
himself bowed grandly to his audience.

After proceeding up and down all 
of the main streets of Bedford, the parade 

broke up in front of the Town Hall, and all went inside. There they 
were treated to a program of wit and farce, with local politicians the 

Sharon McDonald

Cook's pronouncement on the bet? 

“To be a horse is no pink tea,
And this was caused by the G.O.P.”

National Politics in a more Civil Age

Woodrow Wilson Campaign Button

butt of the jokes. (Woodrow Wilson himself was invited, but alas could not attend.) Then, 
to the accompaniment of music from a twenty piece band, all enjoyed a collation of coffee 
and beans.

Fred F. Cook
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 Normally, we wouldn't consider acquiring a postcard  without a Bedford-related image, but the message on 
the back of this linen card showing the nose of a B-18A Douglas Bomber couldn't be passed up when we saw it on 
eBay. Sent in 1943 from the Bedford Airdrome (now Hanscom Air Force Base) by Corporal Frank Malkowski to his 
son, "Master Joey Malkowski" of Milwaukee, WI, the brief note hints at how difficult it must have been for a father 
to be separated from his young son:  
  “How would you like to be in one of those planes. They sure are monsters Joe wish you could see them. 
Daddy XX."  

Bedford Airdrome, WWII

Bedford 
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 Charles Otis Hodgman was born in Bedford in August of 1835, and he made 
his living as a professional photographer during the latter half of the 19th century. Our 
Society has what is arguably the largest collection of Hodgman's work, including 
CDV(carte de visite) portraits and images of local landmarks, as well as many glass-
plate negatives. We are continuing to research Hodgman's life and work, and we are 
always delighted when we have the opportunity to add to our collection.

New additions to the Hodgman Photo Collection!

 This c.1887 
Hodgman photo shows 
the experimental 
locomotive, "Onward," 
designed by the 
Swinerton Locomotive 
Driving Wheel 
Company of Boston, 
and built by the 
Hinkley Locomotive 
Works of Boston. 
Swinerton was 
interested in improving 
wheel contact with the 
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rails, so this locomotive was built with drive wheels shaped like 118-sided polygons.  
Unfortunately for Swinerton, the design was a rattling failure! After only a short time, 
the engine was refitted with conventional wheels and sold to the Portland and 
Rochester Railroad (later the Boston & Maine Railroad).

 As we continue to research on his life, we have found that Hodgman spent 
the years between 1878 and 1883 in Malden, where he ran a portrait studio in the 

Bailey Building. We 
currently have these 
examples of his portrait 
work in our collection. 
The photo of the young 
woman is identified as 
Lottie Sleeper, 
probably of Malden. 
The unidentified man 
sporting that wonderful 
mustache, is our latest 
acquisition. 


