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Founded in 1893

The Bedford Flag, the oldest 
existing flag in the United 
States. On view at the Bedford 
Library.

Enjoy our Next Program
Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019

The Preservationist

Don Corey

 Historical Society members Carol Amick and Bill Moonan will host 
this year's Holiday Party for members and guests again this year.  The event 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 14 from 3 – 6 pm at their home, 18 Crescent 
Ave., Bedford.
 Couples or singles coming to the party are asked to bring an hors 
d'oeuvre to share with others.  In past years the feast of appetizers has 
included shrimp, Chinese tidbits, cheese-and-crackers, Swedish meatballs, 
chicken wings, deviled eggs, stuffed mushrooms, smoked salmon and other 
finger foods. Be creative!
 The Society will provide the Hafer's famous “naughty” (alcoholic) 
punch, and Marion Bryan will serve her renowned “nice” (non-alcoholic) 
punch.  Soft drinks and coffee also will be available.
 Bill Moonan will read three short stories -- one true and two false -- 
about Bedford history as part of the game, “Wait, Wait, Don't Tell Me That's 
Bedford History!” for party participants to guess which account is true; 
prizes will be awarded. 
 The opportunity for Society members and their guests to socialize 
in a relaxed, home-setting that is decorated for the holidays is what really 
makes this event special.
 Society members who do NOT have email will receive a telephone 
call reminding them about the party and bringing an appetizer; those on the 
Society's email list will receive email notices, only.  Members willing to 
make telephone calls a week to 10 days before the party are asked to contact 
Carol Amick at  or 781-275-5278.carol.amick@verizon.net

 The Society is happy to 
announce that Tom Kinzer has agreed to 
serve as President for the current year 
and was voted into the position at the 
September general meeting.  Tom and 
his wife, Virginia Welles, are long-time 
members of the Society.  Tom has been 

 The Society is also pleased to announce the 
hiring of its new Executive Director, Kristine 
Moore.  She comes to the position with bachelor's 
degrees in Psychology and History and a master's 
degree in Public History.  She currently serves as 
Chairperson of the Plainville Historical 
Commission, which manages the historic 
collections there.  She has been very active in 
organizing and increasing awareness of those 

16 South Road
2:00 p.m at Old Town Hall

Introducing Tom Kinzer

Tom is also active in other community activities, 
currently serving on the Council of Aging Board and 
formerly serving on the Board of Health for many years.

volunteering at the Society for several years, and he has 
digitized all the Society's VHD-format tapes to save their 
content and enable them to be viewed on a computer.

Introducing Kristine Moore

resources.  Kristine's on-going work at the Old Colony History 
Museum in Taunton and the N.E Patriots Hall of Fame at Gillette 
Stadium also provides valuable experience for this assignment.

December 14 is Holiday Party Time

Captain Lewis's careers included seven years with 

 The Bedford Historical Society is proud to 
present US Navy Captain Robert Lewis (Ret) as he 
analyzes the Battles of Saratoga and describes some 
of the elements that lead to the American victories 
at Saratoga and turned the tide of the American 
Revolution.

“Muskets and Tomahawks - the Battles of Saratoga”

Lee Vorderer

the U.S. Navy as a Patrol Plane Commander on the 
WASP, INTREPID, and SARATOGA, work with 
Mitre Corporation developing joint communication 
systems to integrate the Army and Air Force, and 
serving on the Executive Committee of the 
Lexington Veterans Association.

We hope you will be able to join us!

The program begins at 2 pm, in Bedford Old Town 
Hall, 16 South Road, on the third floor. Enter 
through the rear of the building, which is fully 
handicapped accessible.  Refreshments will be 
served from 2:00 – 2:30, with announcements and 
program beginning at 2:30. 

mailto:carol.amick@verizon.net
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By Mary DrakeThe Evolution of School Buildings in Bedford

cont. on page 5

In 1741, the town bought Benjamin Kidder's house for twelve pounds. The house was moved onto town land, 
and the interior was remodeled to adapt it to a school.  Mr. Wheeler was the teacher. The curriculum in the center 
school was writing.  The moving school in each quarter was for reading. 

When the General Court passed the act of incorporation for Bedford on September 23, 1729, there were three 
provisions.  Within three years, the new town must have a meetinghouse, settle a minister of good conversation and 
provide a school to instruct youth in writing and reading. Early teachers were townsmen, and in that first year the 
pupils met in the middle of the town, although the home in which they met is not known. The next year, 1733-34, the 
voters named a school committee, asking its members to find a teacher and to establish a moving school. The school 
was in session in each quarter of the town for one-fourth of the school year. The committee was responsible for 
finding four homes, and the designated homeowners provided space which was heated by wood at no expense to the 
town. 

In 1790 Bedford voters began a new examination of their school system. They had developed the habit of 
allowing the tax rate to cover all town expenses so that no one knew how much was allotted to schools. A rule was 
passed to keep the schools separate from other costs. The town has adhered to this rule to the present time. 

After the Revolutionary War the town experimented with its school system.  In 1783, it allowed the residents 
in the northeast quarter to have their proportion of the school money so that they could plan a women's school there as 
they wished.  The other three quarters held women's schools six weeks each. 

During this period the north school met in Job Lane's old kitchen. It was difficult to find rooms for the schools in other 
quarters, and the schoolhouse in the center needed repair. The town decided to repair the old house in the center and to 
build houses in the four quarters which were to be as large as the new schoolhouse in Lexington.

In 1785 the voters directed the writing school to be in session for six months, so during the first and last month of the 
school year the school convened in the schoolhouse and moved into each quarter for a month in the middle of the 
session.  The women's school met one month in each quarter. 

In 1806, the town built a new schoolhouse in the center of Bedford. It had been proposed in 1794, as soon as 
the houses in the quarters were finished, but drawing the plans for the new center house had been postponed. Capt. 
Ebenezer Clark built the new schoolhouse (26 feet by 30 feet) on the northeast corner of the Common.  

In 1825 the town voted to build a new center schoolhouse 
which would also serve as Town Hall.  The 1806 schoolhouse was 
sold and moved off the Common. The new brick building was 30 feet 
by 44 feet with 25 windows, each with 24 panes of glass.  There was a 
high circular window in each gable, and the roof supported a cupola, a 
weathervane and a ball.  Total cost was $2,216.43.

In the 1840-50s the town replaced the schoolhouses in each 
quarter.  The West School (209 Concord Road) and East School (37 
Old Billerica Road) still survive.

In 1850 the town began to consider building a new Center 
Schoolhouse/Town Hall.  Although there was discussion about 
including West School (ca. 1846)

East School (ca. 1854)



 During a recent Open House at the Job Lane House, an extensive 
collection of early farm, craft and industry tools was displayed.  All the 
artifacts are from the Historical Society's and Friends of the Job Lane 
House's collections, and either are originally from Bedford or are 
identical to tools that would have been used here.  The photos with 
captions in this article provide a glimpse of a few of the artifacts in the 
Society's and Friend's collections that were displayed.  Following the 
Open House, the artifacts were returned to storage until the town museum 
is re-established.

Early Farm, Craft and Industry Tools – Don Corey
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Don displays the Society’s vintage blueberry rake

Wheelwright tools used to make and repair wheels 
for farm vehicles and carriages

Basic farm tools included scythes, hay rakes, pitchforks and 
potato shovels

Housewright William Hartwell’s 
antique hand augers (18th 
century)

Apple cider press

Antique cordwainer’s (shoemaker’s) bench with shoe lasts, tools and supplies



 Newly-elected Bedford Historical Society President Tom Kinzer (left) and 
retiring Society President Don Corey (right) with the three Bedford High students 
honored by the Society last month for their winning National History Day projects (l 
to r): Olivia Lee, Rahel Burchardt and Jacqueline Altman.  Ms. Lee and Ms. 

nd
Burchardt earned a 2  Place at the State History Day competition for their group 
documentary, “Three Mile Island: The Tragic Negligence of Private Companies and 
Their Supervising Bodies Prompts a Triumph for Improved Public Safety and the 

stPower of Public Opinion.”  Ms. Altman won a 1  Place for her individual 
performance, “From the Warsaw Ghetto to Jewish Homes: Irena Sendler Helps 
Children Find Triumph in the Midst of Tragedy.” 

Honoring Bedford High School Students

Photo courtesy Julie McCay Turner. 
Carol Amick

Putting Pieces Together: The Proctor Sage House

Lee Vorderer BHS and 
Dana Booth and Jack Troast,
Carlisle Historical Society

An old pine board with layered fragments of old wallpaper

A few of the many items rescued from the
demolished Samuel Sage House.  
Donated by the Carlisle Historical Society
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Fortunately, before it was taken down, the Carlisle Historical Society was able to 
get access to it, so they could save as many historic valuable pieces as they could carry.

The house, known as the Sage House, stood at North Road at the spot now 
occupied by the Sullivan Tires company. It was built in 1814 by wheelwight Samuel Sage 
– a person who built wheels for horse-drawn carriages, wagons and riding chairs. Over the 
next many years it was owned by several families. When the last owner and resident, 
Blanche Proctor passed away, it was proposed to demolish it in order to build a new and 
bigger home. The Bedford Historic District Commission fortunately stopped that process 
and a new owner, buying it for $1.00, moved it to Carlisle to renovate it.  However, in 
2019 it was finally demolished.

Now, the Carlisle Historical Society has generously donated many of the saved treasures 
to the Bedford Historical Society, thus returning them to where it all began.

Those people who lived in Bedford in 1991, probably remember seeing a fairly large 
house suddenly placed on to a truck and driven away to Carlisle.

By: Jan van Steenwijk

On a late September day this year, board member Lee Vorderer and I met with Jack Troast and Dana Booth from the 
C.H.S. at their museum to view – and to “take-away” some of the many items they had stored. These included pieces of 
original wallpaper, hand-forged nails, cooking tools, a door latch, and even a leather boot's sole, to mention but a few of the 
smaller items. They also have a complete fireplace mantel system, a paneled wall, and large boards and doors that we hope to 
use in our own future museum.

We are grateful for the wisdom of the people of the Carlisle 
Historical Society who collected and saved all these artifacts and then 
donated them to us. We will carefully document each item and, for now 
store them in our cramped archive. Hopefully in the near future, when 
the Town of Bedford gets its own museum space, these historic relics 
will show a part of the past to our visitors. 
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cont. from page 2 The Evolution of School Buildings in Bedford

room for high school, the opening of Howe Academy in Billerica changed 
their minds.  The committee recommended that the building be two stories tall 
from the front, but that there should be a basement built above the ground so that 
there would be three stories. Primary school would meet in the basement, and 
advanced pupils would be on the first floor. The upper hall would be used for 
town meetings, lectures, concerts and socials. Allowing $492 for the land used for 
the building (now Old Town Hall), the total cost was $8,523.71.

With more and more children attending school by the 1890s, the 
committee members visited several surrounding towns and determined that the 
building of a school of the size needed in Bedford would cost between $6,000 and 
$9,000. The building was completed in 1892 and was named the Union School. 

Soon thereafter the state defined a high school by law as a facility that must present a four-year course of 
certain subjects, with recitation rooms, a laboratory for chemistry and a room for experiments in natural science.  The 
expense of such equipment for the small number of young people who would attend was so large as to be impractical.  

As soon as the Union School was completed, all the pupils in Bedford attended classes in it.  They rode to the center 
in “barges” that the town provided.  There were four classrooms, and teachers tried to allocate the floor space to three 
grades of pupils – primary, grammar and high school.  

By 1900, plans for a high school in Bedford were cancelled.  Pupils attended 
the high schools in Concord and Lexington. By 1910, there were 170 children 
in the Union School and 40 older pupils in schools out of town. 

Information in this article was culled from The Ina Mansur Reader, Tales of 
Bedford, Massachusetts. 

In 1926, voters named a Building Committee to procure architect's 
plans and contractors' bids for a schoolhouse to be set near the Union School.  
The land was donated by Charles Jenks.  The cost was $148,500. The building, 

th th th
completed in 1928, was for the 6th, 7 , 8  and 9  grades and was called the 
Junior High School.  With its completion, Bedford's school was graded into a 
modern system. 
The Union School is now the Town Center and currently houses many town 
organizations including the Board of Health, Recreation Dept. and Council on 
Aging.  The former Junior High School is now Town Hall.  

Union School (1892)

Junior High School (1928)

Luisa Granitto  05/07/2019
Helen Litchfield 05/07/2019

Clarence & Victoria Gaw 10/02/2019

Stephanie & Robert Keep 04/09/2019            
Members:

Paul & Kristin Marcus 09/24/2019

Jean Smith     06/17/2019

Anne Winslow   09/19/2019

Margaret Berman  09/24/2019   

Harvey Malchow 10/01/2019

Veronica Chester   09/19/2019

Robert & Anne Schmalz  09/19/2019

Dorothy-Jean Brown 09/17/2019

Donors:
Michele Rosen 09/26/2019

Anne Winslow 09/19/2019

Thank You for Your Continuing Support!

1856 Center School/Town Hall (Old 
Town Hall)
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The Preservationist.

By: Don Corey

 This article provides a brief 
history of the Veterans Administration 
(VA) hospital in Bedford.  Last year the 

thVA hospital celebrated its 90  Anniversary 
here.    
 	 World War I was an eyeopener for 
Bedford.  Many of its men served, and 
three never returned home – Stanley 

In 1978 it was officially named the Edith Nourse Rogers Memorial Veterans Hospital.  She had lived in Lowell.  
During WWI she served with the American Red Cross in France and with the Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washington 
DC.  Having witnessed actual conditions, she made a lifelong commitment to veterans.  She served as the inspector of new 

thveterans' hospitals under Presidents Harding, Coolidge and Hoover.  After the 19  Amendment gave women the right to 
vote, she ran for Congress in 1925 and won easily.  She was one of the first women elected to Congress and the very first 
from Massachusetts.  She was reelected many times and served until her death.  She was primarily known for her 
sponsorship of veteran's affairs and was a major drafter of the G.I. Bill of Rights after WW2.   

In recent years its mission has changed so that it is now a Geriatric and Psychiatry facility.  It is nationally 
recognized as a leader in research and treatment of dementia and Alzheimer's Disease as well as drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation programs.  Its focus has shifted to diminish inpatient care and to vastly increase its outpatient care, 
developing additional services and clinics for preventive and primary care for veterans in their communities.

The VA Hospital has been an important cultural, economic and historical influence on the town of Bedford.

Anthony, William Hamilton and Hugh Hunt.  The American Legion Post's name honors those men. 
 	 After that war, the VA needed a new hospital to care for brain-injured veterans returning home.  Bedford and 
several nearby towns were being considered for the site.  Other towns didn't want land taken from their property tax bases, 
but after a public meeting Bedford voted unanimously to invite the VA here.  The hospital was built on land that earlier had 
included Bedford's Poor Farm, which had housed residents who were unable to care for themselves.  There were seldom 
many residents, but the Poor Farm had also provided food and shelter for hundreds of travelers that were too poor to stay at 
any of the inns.  The Bedford Green housing facility for homeless veterans that opened in 2016 is in the immediate vicinity 
of the former Poor Farm.

The hospital opened in 1928 with substantial public support.  After the hospital's opening, Bedford's population 
more than doubled, from 1,514 in 1925 to 3,185 in 1935.  It cared for elderly veterans from the Civil War and Spanish-
American War as well as returning WWI veterans.  The original ten buildings and initial bed capacity of 354 grew to 1803 
beds by 1953 and fifty-eight buildings by 2003. 

VA Hospital
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