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Founded in 1893

The Bedford Flag, the oldest 
existing flag in the United 
States, ca. 1704. On view at 
the Bedford Library.

A Capsule Time-Line of 
Bedford’s Early History

A fluted Folsom-type spear point in 
the Society's collection shows that 
Paleoindian hunters were here along 
the Concord River immediately 
after the last Ice Age about 10,000 
years ago.

An Indian trading post similar 
to this one was built on the 
Shawsheen River by 1642, 
near the location of the 
present Shawsheen House 
(ca.1725).

The first permanent settlers in 
what is now Bedford arrived 
in the 1660s.  The Michael 
Bacon house (1671) is the last 
remaining building from that 
period still standing in 
Bedford.

Bedford was incorporated 
in 1729 from outlying 
portions of Concord and 
Billerica.  The First 
Meetinghouse was built that 
year near the front of the 
Common.

The Bedford Flag was carried 
by the Minuteman Company to 
the Old North Bridge in 
Concord on April 19, 1775.  It 
was “Their Flag to April’s 
Breeze Unfurled” when the 
embattled farmers fired the 
shot heard round the world.

After the First 
Meetinghouse was 
badly damaged in a 
hurricane, the Second 
Meetinghouse was 
built in 1817.  It 
remains as the First 
Parish in Bedford 
(Unitarian).

 The Bedford Historical Society would like to increase 
awareness of the town's historic resources that are available to 
residents, visitors and others interested in some segment of Bedford's 
rich history through this September newsletter, the Preservationist.
 The Town Clerk maintains the official archives of the town, 
but the Society has by far the most comprehensive collection of 
private documents, photographs and artifacts in existence relating to 
Bedford's history.  Records of families, properties, celebrations, civic 
organizations and numerous other topics can be found in the 
Society's archives.   
 The museum that was located in the Stearns Memorial 
Building was closed when that building became the Police Station, 
but substantial progress has been made toward re-establishment of a  
town museum in Old Town Hall.   Meanwhile, some of the Society's 
historic collections are displayed in a number of municipal buildings.  
In addition, by visiting  – the Society’s www.bedfordmahistory.org
website - one can browse through its virtual museum of many 
images of items in the collections that all help to preserve Bedford's 
cultural history.  Several grants to the Society helped to cover 
expenses to scan, transcribe and organize most of the Lane family 
documents in the Society's possession, some dating to the 1600s; 
those can also be found on the Society's website.  Other early 
Bedford family collections are waiting to be processed in similar 
fashion when funding allows.

 The Historical Society receives many inquiries by mail, 
telephone, email or social media about all sorts of historic matters, 
and it works to make its resources readily available.  All of this 
requires financial support.  We request that you consider 
supporting the Society, either by becoming a member or by 
making a donation.  A Membership Application can be found on the 
inside page of this newsletter.  The Society of course also welcomes 
donations of items from Bedford's past.

    The Society offers a series of programs each year on a 
variety of historic subjects.  A description of its 2019-2020 
programs can be found on the inside page of this newsletter, 
which can be saved for reference.  The meeting programs are all 
open to the public, and guests and visitors are welcome.

 The Society has worked with Bedford's DPW to make its 
collection of historic Bedford maps publicly available.  It also 
performed a survey of the Old Burying Ground, recording the 
location of, and the information on, every tomb and gravestone there 
of Bedford's founders, early inhabitants and Revolutionary soldiers.  
Both the map collection and Old Burying Ground Survey can be 
found on the town's website – .www.bedfordma.gov

Exploring Bedford’s History

Don Corey, President
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 Hanscom Air Force Base (AFB) personnel recently visited the Historical Society's office looking for 
historic photographs of the base.  That prompted this summary of Hanscom Field's early history from our 
archives.
 Bedford's late Town Historian, John Brown, recalled the original debates over the proposed airport in 
Bedford.  Crocker Snow, an aviation legend and pilot in WW2, came out and spoke at a town meeting in 1940 
promoting the benefits of the airport.  However, at a January 1941 Special Town Meeting, the town went on 
record as being opposed to the establishment of an airport in Bedford.
 Sentiments changed after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and the United State's entry 
into WW2.  The country needed an advanced fighter base, and construction proceeded at breakneck speed.  Within 
a year the land was stripped, graded, drained and paved, and the first planes arrived  in July 1942 at what was then 
the Boston Auxiliary Airport in Bedford.  It was officially named the Laurence G. Hanscom Field in 1943 in 
memory of a State House reporter who was a pilot and aviation enthusiast but had died in an aircraft crash in 
1941.  However, it was commonly referred to as the Bedford Army Air Base.

From Boston Auxiliary Airport to Hanscom AFB

 After the U.S. Air Force was established 
in 1947, it assumed control of the base from the 
Army Air Force.  At that time it became 
Hanscom AFB.     The F-86 Sabre was its first 
swept-wing jet fighter, and there were many 
based here during the 1950s. It was flown 

 The base was a major site for pilots 
receiving their combat training flying P-40 
Warhawk fighters prior to being sent to North 
Africa, Europe and other war zones.  The shark-
toothed silhouette painted on many of the 
planes was a familiar sight.  The P-40 fighter 
bore much of the brunt of aerial combat during 
WW2, and it achieved worldwide fame with the 
China-based “Flying Tigers”.  They compiled 
an impressive combat record – destruction of 
286 Japanese aircraft against the loss of 26 
aircraft and 8 pilots.

cont. pg. 6

By Don Corey
Instructors, pilots and ground crews - P40 Combat Training at Hanscom

“Shark Tooth” P40

P40s Delivered to Hanscom for combat training
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Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019 Congregational Church, 25 Great Road, Bedford

7:15 PM - Refreshments; 7:45 - Announcements & Program

 - Bedford High School students who competed in 
National History Day will describe their projects.  They will 
also be presented with awards.

 The first meeting of the Bedford Historical Society's 
2019-2020 Program Series will feature two topics:

 - Following the awards, the second part of the program 
will provide an interesting glimpse at the Col. Timothy Jones 
House.  An application to list this house on the National Register 
of Historic Places is pending.  Timothy Jones (1748-1804) was 
2nd Lieutenant of the Bedford militia company on April 19, 
1775, engaging British Regulars at Old North Bridge.   
Continuing his military service during and after the war, he 
attained the rank of Colonel by 1790.  His house was designed 
and built in about 1775 by Reuben Duren, a famous master 
builder who had moved to Bedford in about 1774.

 The program will be presented by Society member Ann Seamans, who is the owner of the house, and 
Kathleen Kelly Broomer, the preservation consultant who prepared the National Register application.

The Timothy Jones House was designed and 
built by architect Reuben Duren in 1775.

 Stephen Collins' performances of Walt Whitman 
have been highly recommended by audiences and have 
captured the attention of the press.  It is not only the 
resemblance to Walt Whitman himself, which many reviews 
have noted, but the portrayal  of the character and the 
essence that he brings within arm's reach to the audience 
that makes the poet come to life.

 Walt Whitman's life was changed forever by the 
occurrence of the Civil War.  It was here that he found “..the 
most important work of my life..”, nursing the wounded 
soldiers in the hospitals.  Through poetry and readings of 
actual letters during the performance, we experience 
Whitman's growth into a mature artist who is at peace with 
“himself, God and death”.

Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019          Congregational Church, 25 Great Road, Bedford
7:15 PM - Refreshments, 7:45 - Announcements & Program

September  Program

October Program

“UNLAUNCH’D VOICES” - AN EVENING WITH WALT WHITMAN

A performance by Stephen Collins

 Mr. Collins has performed this show, and others bringing poets and playwrights to life, in schools, historical 
society's, libraries, senior centers, museums and other venues.

Photo Mr. Collins:
© MacKenzie Arts & Design

Walt Whitman 1819 - 1892



Bedford Historical Society’s 2019-2020 Program Series
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_ Individual:            $25.00
_ Couple/Family:     $45.00
_ Contribution:       $100.00
_ Patron:                 $175.00
_ Benefactor:          $300.00

Member Application

Annual Membership Dues:

Return this with your check to:

Bedford Historical Society
2 Mudge Way

Bedford, MA 01730

Wish to pay by credit card?

Please visit our website at:
www.bedfordmahistory.org

Look for the PayPal “Donate” button 
on the bottom left of our page.

Name: 
Address: 

City: 

State:  

Phone: 

Email: 

Zip:

Help Support the Society’s Work to Preserve Our Past

A description of these programs will be provided in future issues of the Preservationist.  The programs are free and 
open to the public.   

NOVEMBER 2019
Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019, 2 PM:  Old Town Hall, Great 
Room.  Retired US Navy Captain Bob Lewis presents 
“Muskets and Tomahawks: The Battles of Saratoga.”

DECEMBER 2019

FEBRUARY 2020

MARCH 2020

APRIL 2020

MAY 2020

Saturday, Dec. 1, 2019, 3-6 PM:  Home of Carol Amick and 
Bill Moonan, 18 Crescent Ave., Bedford.  Holiday Party for 
Bedford Historical Society members and their guests.   

Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020, 2 PM: First Church of Christ, 
Congregational, Upper Fellowship Hall.  Anthony 
Sammarco presents “The Baker Chocolate Company:  A 
Sweet History.”

Sunday, March 22, 2020, 2 PM:  Old Town Hall, Great Room, 
co-sponsored with Bedford League of Women Voters.  
“Barbara Berenson on “Votes for Women:  Massachusetts 
Leaders in the Women's Suffrage Movement.”

Sunday, April 26, 2020, 2 PM: Old Town Hall, Great 
Room.  Town Historian Sharon McDonald presents “A Cast 
of (18th Century) Bedford Characters.”  

Sunday, May 31, 2020, 6 PM: First Church of Christ, 
Congregational, Upper Fellowship Hall. Annual Meeting, 
Potluck Dinner and program currently pending.   

 A historic clothing expert that evaluated the Historical Society's clothing collection determined that there 
are a number of museum quality articles in the collection.  Until a town museum is re-established, they remain 
safely stored awaiting future display.  The following articles describe the oldest garment in the collection and 
several donations to the collection this year.

 The accuracy of the legends is unknown, but Miriam (Gray) Fitch was a real 
person.  A red cape was donated to the Society some time ago by her direct 
descendants, which they understood to be her cape.   The silk lining had 
disintegrated over time, but the wool cape is completely intact (see photo).  The 
historic clothing expert agreed that it is an 18th Century cape and that its age 
appears to be consistent with the Fitch's explanation.  The cape is at least 250 years 
old and may be almost 300 years old if the Fitches are correct.

 Miriam Gray married Benjamin Fitch in 1732.  He owned and operated the 
Bacon-Fitch Mill on the Shawsheen River.  According to legend, when they arrived 
in Bedford after their wedding, she wore a bright red cape made of fine wool fabric 
from England.  It contrasted from the drab clothes worn by townspeople.  Her 
mother had also been involved in the Salem witch trials, and Miriam became 
known as the Witch of the Shawsheen.

Shawsheen Witch Cape

Clothing Collection
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Bedford Farms Milkman Uniform
 J. Bartlett Prescott started the first dairy in 
Bedford in 1880 on North Road.  The Prescott Dairy 
bought its milk from local farmers, processed it and 
distributed it to its customers.  After World War II, the 
horse-drawn delivery vehicles had been replaced with 
motorized milk trucks, and the milkmen were issued 
uniforms.  The name was changed to Bedford Farms 
Dairy in the early 1950s.  Dairy operations ceased in the 
late 1960s, but the specialty ice cream business 
continues to flourish.

 William “Bill” 
Jensen was a milkman 
for Bedford Farms 
Dairy from 1958 to 
1966.  His uniform 

Pat Griffith

Bedford Minuteman Company Uniform

 Steve Tutko was Captain during the Bicentennial, and he previously donated his 
uniform.  Robert Biggio was also a Minuteman, and his widow previously donated his 
musket, pistol and other accessories.  This summer Diane George, daughter of Pat 
Griffith, visited the Society's office.  Pat had joined the Minuteman Company (see photo) 

 The original Minuteman Company marched to the Old North Bridge in Concord 
on April 19, 1775.  After the end of the Revolutionary War, the Company dissolved.  In 
anticipation of this nation's National Bicentennial in 1975-1976, the Selectmen authorized 
the re-establishment of the Company.  Residents answered the call, and the Bedford 
Minuteman Company has been very active in patriotic ceremonies throughout the region 
ever since. 

included a black and white striped jacket with dark maroon details, matching striped 
overalls, black and white check overalls, and two caps – all with a yellow and red 
“Bedford Farms” patch.   The Jensen family recently donated their father's Bedford 
Farms milkman uniforms to the Society.  The photos show Bill wearing his uniform 
in a Bedford Farms delivery van and the donated uniforms.

The uniforms are a welcome addition to the Society's Bedford dairy collection.

 The Society maintains the permanent records of the Bedford Minuteman 
Company, and it has an extensive Minuteman collection for future display.

and was one of the Company's fifers during the Bicentennial celebrations.  His uniform, 
fifes, canteen and other accessories have now been donated to the Society.

The Society continues to strengthen its 
clothing collections, including military 
uniforms and memorabilia.  Any such 
contributions, particularly from World 
War II, Korean War or Vietnam War, 
would be most welcome.



The Preservationist
Bedford Historical Society, Inc.
2 Mudge Way
Bedford, MA 01730-1238

US Postage Paid

Burlington, MA 01803

Non-Profit Org.

Permit No. 30 

The Bedford Historical Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Support your Heritage.

“We Don’t M
ake History...

We Keep It A
live..!”

Contributing writers; 
Design, production & photography: Jan van Steenwijk

Carol Amick, Don Corey, Brian Oulighan & Sharon 
McDonald

The Preservationist.

781-275-7276

Executive Director: Kristine Moore

www.bedfordmahistory.org

info@bedfordmahistory.org

Visit our website:

Send us an email:

POSTAL CUSTOMER

BEDFORD, MA 01730

6

cont. from pg. 2

Don Corey

This photo is from approximately 1942 or 1943.

 A company of WAC’s (Women’s Army Corps) marching in front of Vultee Aircraft Co. BT-13. (known to pilots as the 
“Vultee Vibrator.”) These women were probably Army Air Corps ground support personnel.

during the Korean War, and attained a remarkable 
combat record by downing 14 MiGs for every Sabre lost.
 Hanscom's mission began to change when the Air 
Force asked MIT to establish an air defense laboratory in 
December 1950.  That led to the first MIT Lincoln 
Laboratory buildings being occupied in 1952 and 
MITRE Corporation being established in 1958.  Its 
mission has continued to evolve, and today Hanscom Air 
Force Base maintains its leadership role in development 
and acquisition of Air Force command and control 
systems.
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