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Please see pg. 4 about our February 27 Program

The Bedford Historical Society is now at 16 South Road, thanks to the Bedford Facilities Dep. and the SPRY Moving Co.
They made the Society’s move to Old Town Hall happen on time, without damage, and with great organization.

The Bedford Historical Society
has moved...to the future

Jan van Steenwijk
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Almost a mile of shrink wrap and bubble wrap was
used to secure furniture and any artifact.

Change can be encouraging, and what happened to the Bedford Historical Society
(BHS) in November 2021 is one that gives us a promising future.

Founded in 1893, the Society’s purpose is to preserve Bedford's rich past. The
town's offices were located in the Town Hall on South Road, built in 1856, and there the
Society shared space with the Library. At that time, history books already listed Bedford,
which had sent brave Minutemen on April 19, 1775, to Concord to help secure our freedom
from British rule. By 1779, Bedford had approximately 510 residents; by 1893, its
population had grown to about 1200. The town changed its focus from farming community
to industries like shoemaking and pharmaceuticals.

1 Now the Society owns thousands of
artifacts -- furniture, tools, documents and
photographes, clothing, military weapons, etc., reflecting on Bedford's
past. Although we have a great collection, we are missing the space to
display it to an interested public. In 1951, the Society moved with the
Library from the Old Town Hall to the Stearns Building. where we had a
small museum. When, that building became the Police Station, the Society
had to give up more precious space. For many years our archives and
office were in a cramped office at the end of a long hallway, only
\ accessible through a locked part of the Police Station. We, of course, were
in a very safe place but could not really allow visitors to roam through the

The very last Board Meeting held at the Police wonderful world of Bedford’s history. )
Station. continue on pg 2

(Participants via ZOOM not shown)

Our Minuteman kept a watchful
eye on the move.




In early 2021, the Town announced that the Police Department needed to expand, and the Society would have to
move! The Select Board's consultant in 2017 had recommended that the Old Town Hall on South Road become the
Society’s new home (the place where the BHS began!).

Negotiations (see article in the Preservationist, May 2021), finally resulted in our moving there in November of
2021. The excellent moving company SPRY made it easy.

Many of our board members spent numerous hours preparing and labeling furniture, boxes, pictures, and archives
for the move. On the moving days, they were on hand directing where it all should be placed in the Old Town Hall.

Although we now have adequate space for the office, archives, and artifact storage, we still hope one day to have
a REAL BEDFORD MUSEUM!

Before After

Redefining Retirement

Vibrant, engaging,
% v ? and maintenance-free
CARLETON-WILLARD lifestyle on a beautifully
VILLAGE wooded campus
, Trustworthy services and
. ’ %‘I AT HOME programs that enhance )
i ! Cameronwiiars  Your life while you stay in PS: 4 great thank you to the many who helped with the move and

your own home organizing the new space:

Don Corey, Tom Kinzer, David Spencer, Sharon McDonald,

CONTACT US TODAYTO LEARN MORE Kristine Moore, Paul & Barb Purchia, Janet Collins, Lee Vorderer,
781.275.8700 or www.cwvillage.org Kara Kerwin, Frank & Joan Gicca and Taissir Alani from the
Town's Facilities Department.




How Does a Building Become Historic
John 1. Linz

When told that a particular building is designated as "historic," what do you think? Some may tell you that it refers to a
building that faithfully captures a period in the life of the building and/or its surroundings — like a museum. Others may
tell you that it refers to a building with an interesting story to tell -- like how it continued to be relevant to its community
throughout its lifetime. This question is especially relevant to members of Bedford's Historical Preservation Commission.
Per Article 29 of the town's bylaws, the Commission's purpose "...is to promote the educational, cultural, economic, and
general welfare of the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive characteristics of the buildings,
places and sites significant to the history of the Town of Bedford.”

Of course, if the building is to be considered historic, it must be old. But old is not enough; it must also
survive. We have several historic buildings in Bedford. Most are privately owned. These buildings have gone through
many changes: maintenance, expansions, even repurposing. At various times, owners had to make changes that allowed
their buildings to remain relevant.

A case in point is our historic Job Lane House. It is a farm house, circa 1713, which served several
generations as a private residence for 260 years until the town purchased it in 1973 for use as a historic farm house
museum. Originally, Deacon Job Lane built a small saltbox consisting of
three small rooms downstairs and a bedchamber and garret above. This
house served Job Lane and his descendants for over 100 years. Around
1827, one of the descendants, Oliver Reed Abbott, enlarged it with an
addition that tended toward the Federalist style. It can be interesting to
speculate about the discussions that may have resulted if Mr. Abbott's
plans were reviewed by an 1827 version of one of our historic
commissions! But the changes were made, and the house survived by
being relevant to its owners for another 194 years. Note: If you are not
familiar with the Job Lane House, you are urged to take a house tour at
one of its summer open houses, where the guides will fascinate you with
details about the ways this house stayed relevant.

Another example is the First Parish Church. Its origins are tied directly to the inception of the town in
1729, in that the construction of a "meeting house for public worship" was a necessary condition for the formation of our
town from parts of Billerica and Concord. The original meeting house served the town
for over 80 years. A new building, our current First Parish Church, was built in 1817
" with many beams salvaged from the original meeting house. At 204 years old, First
Parish Church does meet one criterion for historic; it is old.

; It also, however, meets criteria for maintaining relevancy through the

| generations that it served, and it still survives. At one time, the leaders installed some
indoor plumbing. No doubt, they thought this would be a modern convenience for the
membership, while, today, we take it for granted that it is simply a part of its historic
character. The decision of church leaders to electrify the building enabled many modern
convenience to be added to the building, further enhancing the usage of the building for
later generations. A more recent "added conveniences" is a modern cell phone tower
hidden within the church spire! And we still consider the building historic with all of
these "modern" changes — changes that allow it to maintain its relevancy and continued
survivability. Incidentally, our Town Historian, has written a book 4 Meetinghouse & Its
People: the Story of The First Parish in Bedford, a compelling account about how the
First Parish Church has stayed relevant over all these generations.

An understanding of how buildings, places, and sites become "historic" is helpful as the Historic
Preservation Commission pursues its purposes as defined in town by-laws. The work is at times challenging, but also
rewarding. We would like to share these challenges and rewards with additional Bedford residents. And we can do so at
this time because we have two Commission vacancies!

Interested???

Check in with Bedford's Volunteer Coordination Committee (https.//www.bedfordma.gov/volunteer-
coordinating-committee) for information about obtaining an appointment to the Historic Preservation Commission.



President’s message
Thoughts on the Bedford Historical Society in 2021

Tom Kinzer

The pandemic wasn't the whole story for 2021 but it certainly provided the backdrop. We happily presumed in late
Spring that the pandemic was fading and normalcy was just around the corner. Not true! Even so, we realized that Zoom lets
people participate who otherwise simply could not do so. This raised the issue of hybrid meetings — we are still trying to get
that right!

In 2021, the Society's board and officers spent a huge amount of time dealing with our potential plans for a Town
Museum. Although matters did not work out as we hoped, we learned a lot, and we have not forgotten the goal. The best thing
we can do presently is to further our Museum hopes and plans to make our move into Old Town Hall a resounding and visible
success. | think we've made a lot of progress in that direction.

We have escaped the confines of our cramped office space in the Police Station with its 12-foot-high stacks of boxes
and moved into our new quarters on the Ground Floor of Old Town Hall! This took a prodigious amount of work by many
Society members, our staff, and the Town's Facilities Department Thanks to all who participated in planning, packing, moving,
facilitating, unpacking, and organizing, with the latter two still ongoing. As of now, the moving and unpacking are almost
complete except for a few pieces of office furniture to be moved from Dave Spencer's company's former offices. I thank you
all for your hard work and dedication.

Sunday, February 27 Program - “A Cast of 19th Century Characters”

Sharon McDonald will enthrall us with several quirky historic figures of Bedford. Their names will be a secret until
February 27, but they are a newspaper editor, a suffragist, a doctor, and a pioneer. The hybrid program will be held
Sunday, February 27, at the Old Town Hall, 3rd floor, 16 South Road at 2 PM. We will send out the link beforehand.
The Town is now encouraging meetings to go virtual. We will notify you as to any changes. All lectures are free; guests
are welcomed.

Sharon is eager to talk about local history at any opportunity to any audience. Appointed Bedford Town
Historian by the Select Board in 2014, she loves researching all things Bedford and has written three books about the
town that are for sale at the Historical Society.

Coming Programs

Sunday, March 27, Old Town Hall @2 PM — Ted Reinstein will return with his program, New England's General
Stores, a steadfast institution of New England towns - even in tough times.

Sunday, April 24, Old Town Hall @2 PM — Tom Kinzer, our President, and Ashley Rooney, well-known local author,
will recall some of Bedford's history with its dramatic growth during the building of Routes 128 and 3.

Soon to be Exhibited from our Archives

Most of the Society’s relics were generously
: : : donated by residents who were aware of their
Vincent Caniello, portrayin, y
a Minuteman for tﬁe Be(}i/forgd historic value. Bedford’s oldest citizen, Albert
Bacon, born in 1893, gave this ancient violin to
the Society on his ninety-first birthday. It had
been used in Bedford’s First Parish Church for

Day’s Parade, studies
mannequins and an original
pew all of which are objects

in our archives. According to half a century.
former Town Historian Ina
Mansur’s research, the pew Text on the label:
came from the “Made by John Barrette
Congregational Church at the Harp & Crown
during its renovation in the Piccadilly London,
late 1800s. 1720.
Used in the Bedford
Choir fifty years.”

These two articles are a reprint from the 2013 Preservationist



Thinking Outside the Display Case

Sharon McDonald & Lee Vorderer

...and now we've moved the Bedford Historical Society into its new space
on the ground floor of Old Town Hall with thousands of letters and
photos, the cream separator, stone tools, and the WWI helmet and the
bass drum! Whew! We're so delighted to have elbow room, but we are not
just three rooms of cool antiques and fascinating documents. We aspire to
be an information center, even an inspiration center for Bedford history.
So, for a moment, let's think "outside the display case."

One of the Society's goals is to spotlight Bedford history. We already
do that through the Preservationist, especially the September issue that
goes to every household in Bedford. We do it with our regular lecture
programs and our history-laden booth on Bedford Day. We plan to
continue all these. Now let's take a moment to brainstorm about the future:

e We have historical material from the 1600s through the 2000s.
Why not focus on one century annually for the next five years and
engage residents of all ages in creating documentaries, poetry,
murals, period toys etc., climaxing in a weekend of "Old Bedford
Hat Day" with a picnic on the Common featuring folks in
homemade hats? (We're brainstorming, remember!) Lee Vorderer (left) and Sharon McDonald

e We're excited about Bedford Now. Shall we visit local groups , brainstorm about how to approach the future

. . of the Society, and making it attractive for
such as church choirs, Girl Sc.outs, Chamber Qf 'Commerce, Rotary, .. o \f ail ages and interests.
and the Job Lane Garden Ladies collecting vivid anecdotes and
photographs of their recent history to preserve for our descendants?

e And speaking of recent history — we're already collecting people's experience of the COVID pandemic to
create stories for future Bedfordians. More is needed. We would love a scrapbooker.

e We know so much about Bedford's historic places. How about walking tours of some, returning to the
Museum afterward to see artifacts — a cobbler's bench, a medicine bottle, the front door lock - from the folks
who lived and worked there?

e We could get invited to Bedford High School class reunions to talk about and listen to - how Bedford has
changed.

e The talented chroniclers - Bedford TV and The Bedford Citizen — will be sharing the stories of our new
efforts so you'll get to hear all about what happens.

e We'd like to try new things and meet new people —
not just history buffs. Brainstorm with us. We want

= to find out what families and singles, grandparents

www.chlplnfarm.com and teens, businesspeople and long-distance cyclists

G y = would like to get involved with. Together we can

make some of those ideas come to life!
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We love to hear from you. Whether it is a
museum or business, it will be
successful only through TEAMWORK!

Contact us at 781-275-5230 or email to

Chip-in Farm i Ivorderer(@comcast.net
201 Hartwell Road, Bedford, MA - 781-275-2545
Celebrating 76 years of selling the freshest eggs in Bedford! Note: The school desk - see above - is from about 1891 and was

used in Bedford's Union School. 5
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We don’t just collect dust...

Jan van Steenwijk

Most of us have been to major museums. We also visit art galleries to drool over artwork that most of us can't afford.
And we explore antique shops, the places where most “collectables” are sold.

But what's behind the small local history museums whose collections present what life was like long before we were
born. The Bedford Historical Society (BHS), founded in 1883, is this town's resource for local history. A group of Bedford
officials, with imagination and interest in their forefathers (mothers, kids, uncles and aunts) met and decided that it would be
important if there was a center or organization where residents could see evidence of the town's historic past, from Pre-
Colonial to current times. Ergo, The Bedford Historical Society was born.

For almost 139 consecutive years, the Society has faithfully continued its founding fathers' ideas in an effort to collect
what they felt would be educational for a large and curious audience. The list of items collected over all those years is
impossible to print in this short space, but it shows an incredible array of artifacts that can enlighten young and old alike,
providing a glimpse into our fascinating past.

Besides collecting, there are many activities that the BHS traditionally conducts. Its Board of Directors meets bi-
monthly. Every year, the Society participates in Bedford Day along with scores of other non-profit organizations. The Board's
Finance Committee also meets monthly to keep track of income and to keep a critical eye on expenses. About 6-7 times a year
we have held free lectures, featuring topics of historic significance to our area that will entertain and enlighten members and
guests.

The BHS also invites scholars and other curious history buffs to delve into its archive to search for authentic, antique
maps, farm tools, family histories and photographs as well as a large assortment of additional original materials.

Critical to the Society's business is actively collecting relevant artifacts. Individuals and families donate items to the Society,
from great-grandmas' letters, family photos, centuries-old clothing to larger items, like furniture and wall segments of a Rufus

Porter paintings. The archive houses uniforms, women's dresses and
tools that illustrate the change from an agrarian to a more industrial I VAR | T e T PR R
society. Dolls that an aunt had played with, an ancient pair of locally _ iy R AmclEeis o pemr Feame
made leather shoes, and more than 100-year-old school desks -- ' T
complete with ink bottles and pens — are frequently viewed.

SELLING YOUR

If you have something “old” to show BHS members or want to FAMILY HOME
donate an object to us, please contact the BHS office. And come to our IS NEVER EASY!
lectures, meet members and enjoy hearing and learning about Bedford's
rich history. Everyone is always welcome! _
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