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Founded in 1893

The Bedford Flag, the oldest 
existing flag in the United 
States, on view at the Bedford 
Library.

The Preservationist
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E. Ashley Rooney

 Since our September issue of the Preservationist was mailed, a lot has 
happened! We now have a signed lease for the top floor of Bedford's Old Town 
Hall and are designing museum exhibits for display there. We are also 
continuing to rent out the space. We know that the top floor (the Great Room) 
is a beloved part of Bedford to many in our town. 
 Contributions of items, photos, and documents continue apace. If you have 
had thoughts about Bedford-related items of this sort, we'd like to hear from 
you. Financial contributions to our conservation, preservation, and exhibit-
related activities are very welcome. What may be even more beneficial to you 
and BHS may be your talents, skills, and energy. If you have museum-related 
experience or technical skills in audio-visual technology, contact us! If you'd 
like to learn more about this town we live in and its past, whether recent or 
more distant, join us for our meetings and participate in our efforts. Bedford's 
history and its artifacts have been invisible for over 25 years. We could use 
your help to show them to your fellow townspeople!

President’s Report
Tom Kinzer

Society’s Holiday Party
to Celebrate Our New Space

Carol Amick

 Our next lecture is on Sunday, February 
26, 2023, 2 PM, at the Old Town Hall. 
Author Robert Thornson presents “The 

History of New England’s Stone Walls.”

Mark your calendar to join Bedford 

Historical Society members for a fun, social event 

to celebrate the holiday season, the Society's new 

office space in the first floor of Old Town Hall, 

and its plans to create some museum-grade 

exhibits in the third floor Great Room as the 

initial step towards establishing an historical 

museum for the community.  

The celebration will occur Sunday, Dec. 11, 

2022, when the Society will hold its annual 

Holiday Party from 3-6 PM in Old Town Hall's 

Third Floor Great Room.    

The event will enable Society members to 

celebrate the holiday and socialize with other 

members in the space that soon will have some  

museum exhibits. Details about refreshments will 

be sent through Society emails.  

Three party activities are planned; two will 

include prizes:  

· Bill Moonan's annual “Wait, Wait, Don't 

Tell Me It's Bedford History” guessing 

challenge aptly describes Moonan's 

original short stories about local history, 

two of which are false. He will read three 

stories, and party participants will try to 

identify the true one.

· Unusual artifacts from the Society's 

archives will be on display, so that party 

guests can guess what they are or how 

they were used.  

· Members will be encouraged to fill out a 

brief questionnaire asking what topics 

they would like to see in the new 

exhibits. 

Holiday Party Chair Janet Humphrey asks 

members to call or email the office (781-275-7276 

or ) if they can help info@bedfordmahistory.org

decorate the Great Room for the party or clean up 

afterwards.    

The Parker Barn Then and Now

 For many of us, the American barn symbolizes our roots. Settlers brought 
different barn designs and construction techniques from their native countries. 
They built barns to fit the region, the climate, the intended use, and their ethnic 
background. 
	 With the disappearance of the family farm in the twentieth century came 
the long slow deterioration of the barn, a poignant symbol of America's 
agrarian tradition. As urban sprawl envelopes the fields and forests, the 
preservation of centuries-old farmsteads has gained in popularity. One such 
restoration has been taking place in Bedford for the last several years.

 Here, Parker, with his trainer Eddie McGrath, 
developed colts. He and his brothers would each pick a 

The Parker Brothers Farm
 In the late nineteenth century, Arthur Parker lived at 
Shawsheen River Farm on Mill Street, which became 
Old Billerica Road. It had large barns, a herd of dairy 
cows, a good market garden, and horses. It was said to 
be one of the best locations in the vicinity of Boston for 
the rearing and developing of young horses. Parker 
erected a training stable on a plot of land beyond the 
other buildings and built a half-mile track on the 14 
acres adjacent to it.

Arthur Parker

favorite youngster and agree to a match race. Ultimately, Parker became the 
breeder of trotting horses. He was not a large breeder, but he bred, owned, and 
raced many performers of note. 
  His most famous horse was Uhlan, sired by Bingen out of Blondella, born 
in 1904. In 1907, Charles Sanders of Salem, Massachusetts, bought Uhlan for 
$2,500. Robert Proctor, a well- known track trainer and driver, was in charge 
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 The Society is always happy to receive Bedford treasures from the 
past. When Brian O’Donnell visited me after a bicycle ride, he brought the 
pictured vinyl record, I asked him if he remembered how this 1974 album 
came to his family. 
 “Yes I can recall the following regarding the record:
My parents (Betty and Pat O'Donnell) were regular purchasers of various 
Minuteman related and Bedford Flag adorned items from the time they 
moved to Bedford in 1962.  By the time of the bicentennial era of 1975 to 
1976, those items included candy dishes, coffee mugs, cuff links, etc.  So the 

Musical Addition to our Archives

purchase of an actual vinyl album including the Bedford Minuteman company was a natural 
acquisition (I seem to recall Bedford Jewelers under the ownership of the Bishop family was 
a place that sold Bedford Flag embossed items).  My father was born on April 19th and loved 
US history so the events of 1775 were a particular source of interest.  The album remained 
part of my parents' record collection for the duration of their time in Bedford and was passed 
on to us (and since my wife Renee and I were married at the Old North Bridge, memorabilia 
associated with Minuteman National Park is much appreciated.)
 I wish I could have prevented the warping of the vinyl, however!”
 
 Don’t worry, I have played it, and it sounds pretty good after all those years. The 
BHS will transfer it to a CD or something similar, so we can play the fife and drum in our 
new space.
         Jan van Steenwijk

Hand-written note by Minuteman 
Thomson Maxwell printed on backside 
of the vinyl cover.

of Uhlan's racing career as a four-year-old. After he ran a mile in 2:02 ¼ minutes in 1909 at Columbus, Ohio, C. K. 
G. Billings purchased him for $30,000. From then on, Uhlan raced to wagon, sulky, and under saddle on exhibition 
and against time only. He toured Europe, returning in August of 1912 to set his mark of 1:58 at Lexington, Kentucky. 
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	 In 1910, Parker ordered six horses in Haarlem, Netherlands, to be shipped to Bedford. Their handler, Anderas left 
his family and accompanied the horses to Bedford. Anderas found Bedford to be hospitable and sent for his family. In 
1917, Anderas bought a farm in South Bedford, which he ran for 25 years. Life was good for Anderas and his 11 
children until the authorities discovered that the runways on the Bedford Airport were not long enough for the newer 
planes. During the summer of 1942, the US government took his farm by eminent domain and gave Anderas two 
weeks to give up his farm and sell his animals. He had to leave the crops in the field. 

The Parker Brothers Horse Barn
Doug Touart, builder and master craftsman, and. his 

wife Darbie Stokes bought the Parker Horse Barn in 
2014 from the Iwanchuk family. The latter had made 
many changes and additions to the barn over their 35 

years' residency. 
Touart had his work cut out for him. The ceilings were 

low, so he opened up the attic and added seven skylights to 
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The original Horse Barn transformed to a comfortable modern 
home while keeping the original structure.

Jan van Steenwijk



Anne Dawson
Keegan Hellweg
M.W. Shepley
Veronica Chester
Carol and Steve Jamison
Jim Hagerstrom
Michael Cashman
Stanley Wentworth

Donations/Renewals/New Members

Henry Donigan
Jennifer Griffin
Gerald Howell
John Higgins
Ann Swanson 
Claire Anderson 
Julie Chochrek

You continuing support strengthens our Society - thank you

Carol Amick and Bill Moonan
Stephen Andress
Dot Bergin
Carolyn Bo�um and Peter Lju�ch
Martha Cavic
Ervin Chamberlin
Paul and Wendy Ciaccia
Robert Clark
Robert and Sarah Dorer
Carolyn Frost
Richard Gen�lman
John Gibbons and Sue Baldauf
Frank and Joan Gicca
Terry Gleason
Katherine Graff

We Appreciate Donations and Renewals
Eleanor Grant
Dorothy Greene
Mark and Dianne Levine
Jessie McAleer
Kris�ne Moore
Heather and David Pullen
Carol Reynolds
John Rudy
Henry Schowalter
Joe Seigel
Dan Smythe
Ron and Sue Swanson
Jerry Wolf
Patrick Wood
Carleton-Willard Village

Since 1893 our archives have served as Bedford's community 
attic. We have the largest private collection of historical documents, 
museum artifacts, and photographs in Bedford.

Our documents date back to the 1600s, and we are preserving 
more than 3,000 photographs going back to the mid-1800s. Our 
collections begin with prehistoric spear points and continue through 
colonial days into the present. That's a lot of history!

We are always happy to welcome visitors interested in 
researching or viewing items from our collections. Whether you're a 
homeowner curious about the history of your house, a person with 
Bedford ancestors to add to your family tree, or anyone who'd like 
to learn more about Bedford's past, visit us in our new location on 
the ground floor of Old Town Hall, 16 South Road, Bedford, or view 
our digital archives and collections online at 
www.bedfordmahistory.org.

Unlike many converted barns, the Horse Barn is full of light, and nature 
pours in. The ancient stone walls and windows blend seamlessly with Touart's 
work, providing a flowing open floor plan, intimate spaces, and modern 
amenities.

Our Archives are for You - 
Discover the Past of Bedford
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Sandra Duffy

the slate roof. He kept the original windows, added insulated glass on the 
outside, and enlarged and framed all new windows in the former stall door 
openings. At the far gable end of the barn, he changed the three small windows 
to a three-panel sliding glass door allowing for a fantastic view of the beautiful 
yard with the grazing deer. He framed the inside of the 18” thick stone walls to 
allow for insulation and electrical wiring. He opened up an interior stone wall, 
which was leaning 7” out of level and rebuilt it to connect the living room and 
bedroom wing. He added stairs to the basement and attic, which previously had 
been accessed via trap doors. 
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Sandra sorts just a few of the thousands 
of photographs, maps and documents.

http://www.bedfordmahistory.org/
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“We Don’t M
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We Keep It A
live..!”

Electronic Systems Division in 1961.
Triggered by federal defense spending and technological 

advances, industrial development escalated along Route 128 
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Please Note:

Our new address is: 

16 South Road, 

Bedford, MA 01730

The Preservationist newsletter is supported in part by a grant from the 
Bedford Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

The Latest Additions to our Collection
by Sharon McDonald

 This sturdy bronze handbell was rung 
at the Center School on weekdays for 
endless years to call the children back to 
class at the end of their recess. It still 
makes a mighty loud clang! The bell 
was donated by Ralph Hammond, who 
taught sixth grade until the school closed 
in 1979. Before Bedford opened its own 
high school in 1955, students had to 
travel to the next town to attend classes. 

 The Old Burying Ground holds fourteen 
tombs as well as some four hundred 
gravestones. When these heavy locks from the 
old tombs were replaced, they were saved by 
the Bedford Department of Public Works and 
given to the Historical Society – complete with 
keys!

 This ticket, which 
dates from sometime 
between 1910 and 1920, 
would have allowed a 
Bedford teen named 
Gertrude Jensen ten trips 
back and forth on the 
Lexington and Boston 
Street Railway to 
Lexington High School. 
(Anonymous donor) 
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