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Presidentts Message
Sharon McDonald

We welcome our new staff person in the Bedford Historical Society's office
and Museum at 16 South Road! Mariela Coholan has joined us as Office
Administrator. She'll be here twenty hours a week and will be delighted to show you
around the new exhibit “Playtime in Bedford”, answer your questions, and open the
gift shop for you. This means the Society now has expanded hours:

RAHVGD\V 7KXUVGD\V DQG )ULGD\V DQG
Do drop by and say hello!

Sandra Duffy, who has been our Administrator for the past four years, has transitioned to the new
position of Archivist. She will continue cataloging and curating the thousands of antiques, photographs,
letters, and other documents that fill the museum archives.

Hello everyone! I'm Mariela, and I'm excited to have joined the team at the Society! I
have a background in museums and an interest in history. I'm hoping to bring more people in
. to visit the Bedford Historical Society and Bedford Museum by creating opportunities to
t  gather together and have fun while learning about Bedford's history!
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Spring Pond and its Historic Neighbors W:\\ +$REPE'1\<IFVWWV\II-I DG

Don Corey

In prehistoric times, Spring Pond was a small deep pond on the west
side of a Native American trail that became Springs Road. It was fed by
springs on the northeast shore and probably by underwater springs. A.E.
Brown's History of Bedford includes a quote by an early Billerica resident,
“My mother, who lived near the springs, often told me that she remembered
distinctly when the Indians came a long distance to fill their leathern bottles
with water from the springs.” The Massachusetts. Historical Commission has &
identified a site north of the pond that was a possible short-term prehistoric
camp. An archaeological survey conducted north of the pond recovered
artifacts including prehistoric stone chipping debris showing that Native
Americans were in the area.

The 1852 Shields Map of Bedford shows that Bedford Spring Hotel
had been established on Springs Road by then. The Historical Society has
invitations for holiday social events at the hotel in 1853 and 1854 that
indicate it was a popular establishment. Spring Pond and the Bedford
Springs were still undeveloped at that time
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continues on page 2

The Society Presents a New Season of Exciting Programs, September 27, October 25.

See more information on page 6 &7



The “Springs Pond” - continued from page 1

house.” Following Bedford's incorporation in 1729, he served the
church and town in many capacities, including as Assessor, Treasurer, and
Selectman. His son, Moses Abbott, inherited the homestead. Moses served
on the Committee of Inspection in 1775, and he was the Minuteman
Company's 1st Lieutenant on April 19, 1775, when Minuteman Captain
Jonathan Willson was killed. The homestead passed down through several
Abbott generations but was eventually sold outside of the family. The last
occupant of the Abbott site had defaulted on mortgages in 1862, and the
property appears to have been abandoned sometime shortly thereafter. The
property was subsequently owned by outside investors.

A 1990 archaeological survey of the Obed Abbott site concluded that
the site was “archaeologically intact.” It included foundations for a dwelling
house, loom or chaise house, barn and silo, a stone ramp, 2 wells, a
causeway, and a stone wall bounding the site. The Mass. Historical
Commission considered the site eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places, and a Permanent Preservation Restriction was
placed on the Abbott site. The developer laying out a subdivision of
the area placed the protected area in the rear of 3 residential lots at the
northeast end of Copeland Drive.

Dr. William R. Hayden arrived in Bedford in 1867 and
acquired a lease or other legal interest in the Bedford Springs Estate
(which included the hotel, pond, and springs) in the 1870s. In 1880
Dr. Hayden acquired the deeds for “Bedford Springs Estate” and “the
farm in the northerly part of Bedford” (the Abbott farm) as part of his
Bedford Springs Resort. The Abbott farm was left in a natural state
for carriage rides, etc., but Spring Pond was greatly enlarged to
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BEEDFORD SPRING HOTEIL,

BEDFORD,

Thursday Evening, Dee. 29, 1853,

To which your company with Ladies is respectfully solicited

Commitice of Arrangements,

H. WOOD, R. D. BLINN, e J. B. LANE,

V. S. WINSLOW, -+ L. BUTLER, - J. SKINNER,

J BOYNTON, i R.D. EDWARDS *3 J. MANSFIELD,
D. Il. BUTTERS. C. P. ROBBINS, : L. 8. CHASE,

FLOOR MANAGERS
V. 8. WixsLow,

I. Woon,
C. P. RoeBIxs,

L. BurTLER.

———————
Tickets 82,50 including Supper- Music, Freoch's Band,
Daneing to commence at 8 o*clock.

Tickets may be obtained of either of the Commiittee and at the door.

Wt IL Tmosas, Painses, 104 Wasn'x 81,
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Trusted to Sell Bedford’'s Most

Iconic & Historic Homes

suzanne & Company’

Bedford's #1 Real Estate Team
(2013 - 2026)

781.496.8254 | team@suzandco.com

COMPASS

become Fawn Lake, the Sulphur, Iron and Sweetwater Spring Houses
were built on three of the springs, and the lavish Sweetwater Hotel
replaced the Bedford Spring Hotel. The Resort's history from that
point is well known.

Don Corey’s newly
revised book, “From
Then to Now,” is now
available.

This exclusive,
limited edition coffee
table book tells of
Bedford’s history and
it is richly illustrated.

Buy it for yourself
or friends, but hurry, it
is only printed in 100
copies.

Available at
Bedford Day at our booth and at the Bedford
Museum, 16 South Road.

Buy It Now.




The Early Days of Bedford's Police Department

Sharon McDonald, Bedford Town Historian

Bedford didn't have a police department before 1903. That is, there were no full-time police officers, no
uniforms, and no station house. When police were needed - for instance, to control rowdy celebrations on the
4" of July — special police were hired by the hour. But feelings grew among Bedford's 1,200 residents that
there was a need for a full-time policeman. In 1903, the Selectmen hired one. His name was Edward P. Kelley,
and he had formerly worked for the street railway. That first year he was paid about two dollars a day.

It was a busy year for Officer Kelley. The 1903-1904 Town Report
listed 17 arrests, including 5 for assault and battery, 7 for drunkenness, 1 for
rape, and 2 for larceny. There were also 7 cases of breaking and entering — not
all of those culprits were caught. |

The police officer oversaw the lockup in the basement of the Town
Hall. When it was occupied, the lockup had to be checked every hour. (You
can still see the bars on the window of the tiny area in Old Town Hall where |
those arrested were kept until their court appearances.) He also acted as school
truant officer, collected the dog tax, and reported burned-out electric
streetlights.

One might think that few Bedfordians owned automobiles at the time,
so traffic on the Great Road would not be a problem. But many out-of-town
motorists also drove through the pretty village, and the situation worsened by
the day. In 1905, there were seventy-two prosecutions for speeding (the speed
limit in Bedford Center was 10 mph); and three traffic accidents.

Close attention was paid to the cottages that were being built in West : : =
Bedford along the Concord River. These were rented by summer folk, (GZDUGH®OAHGIRUG -V AU
strangers who came to Bedford to relax, fish, boat, and dance in the dance hall. SROLFH R AFHU

No doubt there was drinking, too. When their partying got out of hand, police action would be needed.

In 1916, Chief Kelley — now Police Chief, with a growing staft of hourly special police to direct, he
was now called the Police Chief — still worked out of his home. The Town paid for a telephone line to his
Crescent Avenue residence.

Just after two o'clock in the morning on May 10, 1916, a frantic call came through: some men were
trylng to break into the Bedford Post Office. The call was hardly needed. Within seconds, all of Bedford

. : pom  Center heard an explosion: the robbers had tried to blast a hole in the
safe with a charge of nitroglycerine. (The safe held, but the Post
Office building was destroyed.) Kelley, who had not yet gone to bed,
responded instantly. It was only two blocks to the Great Road. He
reached it in time to see three or four men running away. He fired his
gun, and they returned his fire, winging him on the arm. He
continued to chase them, but they disappeared down the railroad
tracks toward Lexington. Police in contiguous towns were alerted but
were unable to locate the burglars that night. One suspect was later
arrested, but the court refused to accept Kelley's 1.D., saying that it
had been too dark for him to see clearly, and the man was released.
Was he guilty? It's an unsolved case in Bedford's early police history.

Those first days of the Bedford Police Department are so long
ago that no one alive now remembers. This history is from Bedford
Town Reports and from newspaper articles in Volume I of the
scrapbooks kept by Bedfordian Charles Jenks and now owned by the
7KH RULJLQDO SULRR® +FHoatistogcs) kosiety.
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Oh, That Fl’lnge Barbara Hitchcock

Looking at the hundreds of copies and illustrations of our Bedford Flag,
we see that it is always portrayed with fringe on three sides. Moreover, we
learned the story that Ruhamah Page, who, when invited to a ball, supposedly
cut the fringe off the original flag in order to decorate her dress. Could the
original flag have had fringe on four sides, not three? How do we know?

When the original flag was sent to the Lowell Textile Museum in early
2000 for a stabilization and cleaning process, Deirdre Windsor, the head
RS conservator, found two small remnants of silver thread on the staff's pole sleeve.
SKRWR DQ Y DQ 5 W HHQZLM N'his discovery indicated that there must have been fringe on all four of the flag's
b RN < sides.

Ceremonial flags from the Middle Ages tended to be colorful and they
frequently sported fringe on all four sides. They were designed to attract
attention, to identify a military group, to inspire. The Bedford Flag is made of
silk fabric and threads. Delicate, yet centuries old. It, in fact, had purpose.

The section of the flag that had been wrapped around the flag's staftf was
vulnerable to being ripped. Adding a fringe could make the fabric stronger.

The approximate length of the entire fringe would have been about nine
feet. Would Ruhamah have used it all? And why cut all four sides?

If only we had a picture of that dress....!

The original Bedford Flag and the steps of its stabilizing process can be
seen at the Bedford Library. Also, please visit our museum at 16 South Road.

Bedford Celebrates Its 150th

Gene Kalb

Before its founding, the town of Bedford was made up of about 50 families from Concord and southern
Billerica. At the time, attending Sunday church services was mandatory, making the travel burdensome. So the
families petitioned the Massachusetts Legislature to be united as a separate town so they could locally attend the
required Sunday church services.Their petition was granted, and on September 23, 1729, the Town of Bedford was
officially chartered. Celebrations ensued. Throughout our close to 300 years, Bedford has celebrated its founding
with different forms of celebration.

1879 The Sesquicentennial

The first documented celebration was the sesquicentennial (150th) event, taking place on Wednesday, August
27, 1879. The town chose this date —the anniversary of the day the General Court granted the charter— rather than the
town incorporation date of September 23rd, as a way to “accommodate the sons of Bedford engaged in literary work
who were enjoying their annual season of rest.”

Preparation

A committee was appointed to prepare for the celebrations, and included Josiah A. Stearns as chairman and
Rev. George E. Lovejoy as secretary. Although the town could not legally appropriate public funds for the event, the
committee nevertheless went about fundraising for the celebration. Circulars were sent out to friends of Old Bedford
in every direction. There was a generous and broad community response, with residents helping in many ways.
Records show Mrs. M. R. Fletcher provided fields near the Common for festivities where a “mammoth tent” was
erected. An antiquarian exhibit filled with relics of earlier generations and items tied to Bedford's Revolutionary past
was arranged. Improvements were made to the Common and old meeting-house area, a donated liberty pole erected,

continues on page 5



Bedford Celebrates - continued from page 4

BEDFORD

SESQUI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,

HISTORICAL DISCOLUREE,

WY

FEATHAN F. STRARNY, [ [

FLITES P TES PEEST PRSI RSN FENENE, EEWISE L 4

A Skeich of the Lelebration.

%HGIRUG 6HVTXL &HQWHQQLDO FHOHEUDWLRQ $XJ

the crowd. A. Bronson Alcott spoke about education and the
importance of language and women's opportunities. Letters from
invited guests who could not attend praised Bedford's history and

expressed regret at being absent.

After the speeches came a catered dinner for 500 attendees who
were charged a whopping $1 each! The day ended with a salute
of forty-two guns, the ringing bells, an open-air concert, and

fireworks.

The occasion drew an estimated 5000 people to the town and was
considered a huge success by all who participated.
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and tables, seating, decorations and fireworks were prepared.
Even the day's orator, native son Rev. Jonathan F. Stearns,
D.D., declined payment for his historical address!

‘HGQHVGD\ $XJIJXVW

The sesquicentennial celebration began at sunrise with
a salute. Afternoon speeches emphasized the value of New
England towns, civic virtue, education, patriotism, and local
history. Governor Talbot praised Bedford and described the
town meeting, schoolhouse, and church as foundations of
Massachusetts character. Humor dotted the day with the
minister from Concord poking fun at Bedford residents whose
church attendance was lacking, and if the town had simply
adopted this strategy earlier, they wouldn't have had to form a
new town after all.

Several notable guests contributed to the day's
meaning. Ralph Waldo Emerson was warmly acknowledged by

1729---1879.

The Sesqui-Centennial Anniversary

OF TEE INCORPORATION OF THE

TOWN OF BEDFORD,

Wednesday, Aung. 2T7th, 1879,
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CARLETON-WILLARD
VILLAGE

Redefining Home

Live Well During Your Retirement Years

« Independent Living N | AT HOME
0 $ * Skilled Nursing & Rehab
* Support Through Carleton-Willard at Home (OO0
"
CWVILLAGE.ORG |781.275.8700 *+

Carleton-Willard is a not-for-profit continuing care retirement community. E




The Society Presents a New Season of Exciting Programs
Carol Amick

Bedford Historical Society's September and October programs, both to be held in the 3rd Floor “Great
Room” of Old Town Hall, 16 South Rd. starting at 2 PM, will feature guest speakers certain to excite the audience.

These programs are free and open to the public. Both will begin with a short refreshment period, followed
by brief announcements from Society President Sharon McDonald and then the guest speaker.

Sunday, Sept 27, 2026, 2 PM

Rails on Trails

~Bicyclist and environmentalist Terry
- Gleason: “Rails to Trails: How
| Bedford and Regional Railroad Lines
Became Today's Rail Trails.”
Retired Lincoln Lab Al

= researcher will talk about his passion,

HUU\ *0H D viieycling, as part of his presentation.
Bicycling on the area's rail
trails wasn't always possible; abandoned railroad beds
sat dormant until the State and local communities
converted them into walking and biking trails.
Gleason will describe the peak of railroad activity in
the region, its decline, and the conversion of the
abandoned lines into rail trails. His story features
interesting twists and turns, with Bedford's own rail
trail history exemplifying those surprising changes.
Gleason's interest in railroads and rail trails

stems from his long-standing concern for the
environment and the world his grandchildren will
inherit. A 42-year Bedford resident, he curated an
exhibit hosted at the Bedford Library in 2008 titled
“Bedford Rails and Trails, 150 Years.”

Special guests - The Society will honor Bedford
High School students who qualiyed for the 2026

National History Day ynals.

Members of the Bedford Historical
Society have many advantages. They receive
updates on our Lectures, Special Events and
new Exhibitions, in addition to new
merchandise in our Gift Shop, and, of course,
they receive this newsletter — the
Preservationist with historic articles on our
rich history.

Call us or visit:

KWWSV EAZZIRUGPD KRUWIW

You can always find older issues of the
Preservationist on our web site

RU\

Sunday, Oct. 25, 2026, 2 PM

AThe Salem Witchcraft Trials:
What Really Happened?o

Retired MA Superior Court Justice Dennis J. Curran

The Historical Society's
program will bring retired State
Superior Court Justice Dennis
Curran to Bedford to describe what
he calls a “great trial that changed
history:” the Salem witchcraft
trials. Judge Curran will tell “what
really happened.”

Justice Curran, who served
as a MA trial judge for 15 years and

presided over 450 civil and criminal trials, has received
four statewide awards for judicial excellence. He has
taught law at Tufts University, the Roger Williams
School of Law, and in Brown University's summer
program.

He loves history. He was elected a Fellow of the
MA Historical Society and appears each year as a guest
speaker at History Camp — Boston.
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We are grateful to all our members and donors. Your generous donations and membership dues
support our mission to discover, preserve, and share stories and artifacts from Bedford's history. Your contributions also
support our work to develop exciting new exhibits, present interesting programs, provide educational programs for
Bedford students, and offer internship opportunities for local college students.

To donate, you can mail a check to our office at 16 South Road, Bedford, MA 01730, or use a debit or credit card
on our website. More information can be found at www.bedfordmahistory.org/support.
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Donations for the Publication - % HGIRUG )URP1IRKZHQ 7

Anonymous - Friend of the BHS
Bedford Cultural Council
Carleton-Willard Village

Suzanne & Company, Real Estate
Brown & Brown, Attorneys at Law

In each issue of the Preservationist, we publish the names of recent contributors. This list includes donors and
membership renewals received before this issue went to print in early August.

Additional Speaker Programs for 2026 and 2027
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JAPANESE
RESTAURANT

88 Great Road,
Bedford, MA
01730

Zoom presentation by former Lexington resident Jane Woolsey Gropp: “An Appeal
to Heaven: The relationships between Revolutionary War Leaders and the Black Patriots who Fought for a Freedom

Revolutionary War historian Alexander Cain: “I have Scarcely a Mouthful of Bread
for Myself or My Children — The Plight of Loyalists on the Eve of Independence.”
Historian and author J.L. Bell: “The Lost and Legendary Riders of April 19",

Bridgewater State University History Professor Paul Rubinson: “Benjamin Franklin
and the Invention of American Science.”
Bedford's Town Historian and the Society's President, Sharon McDonald: “Rev.
Samuel Stearns: The Battle for Bedford's Religious Future.”

You can support
us by placing an

add 1in the
Preservationist

Please suport
our advertisers
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Think back! Can you remember your favorite toys from your childhood?

The Bedford Museum has brought out the most special playthings from our archives to

display in our new 2026-2027 exhibit, “Playtime in Bedford.” Among the many toys on display are:

X

X X

The walls of the exhibits are filled with photographs of Bedford kids from

$ KDUPRQLFD IURP WKH V WKDW SOD\V W
WXUQ LWV FUDQN
7KUHH ZHOO ORYHG FKLYPH®ROQNY IURP WKH
8QLTXH SOD\LQJ FDUGV DEH] LHFRKQHW FDWGI UR
SHYHU\ERG\” ZDV SOD\LQJ LQ WKH ODWH V
7.Q\ KDQG VHZQ FORWHHEKNHW KDV WZH OO V G
V
$Q LURQ ORFRPRWLYH RI WKH V. QRZ VLO
EXULHG LQ WKH JURXQG IRU GHFDGHYV ;
$ELJ EOXH VWHDP VKRYHO IURP WKH vV W s % O\
D 'XGOH\ 5RDG DWWLF SKRWRV <-DQ ¥YDQ 6WHHQ:
7KH 36FRXW &RUFHKULQFOXGHYVY D JORFNHQVSL
&DGHWWH %HOO %DQG
7KH ROGHVW WR\ LQ RXU FROOHFWLRQ D WLQ
DIWHU WKH 5HYRO OWIGRYDWYHG GRZQ WKURXJK
%HGIRUG FKLOGUHQ

decades past playing
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Executive Administrator: Mariela Coholan the Town Center
781-275-7276 Playground, and other
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